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Kjonsiruciion  Jrojecis  Lyorne  io  a  Lslose 

a  Several  construction  projects  have  recently  been  completed  at  the  Wesson 

Campus.  The  Thames  Center,  under  construction  since  February  of  1999,  has  been 
completed.  This  facility  houses  the  Community  Services  Division  of  the  college,  where 
there  are  1 1  offices.  The  facility  is  used  in  training  business  and  industry  and  for 
meeting  the  needs  of  groups  for  conferences,  seminars  and  retreats. 
Along  with  this  project  has  been  construction  of  a  dam  and  access  road  (Lake 
Road)  to  the  Thames  Center  which  also  began  in  February  of  1999.  The  paving  of  that 
road  has  been  completed  in  conjunction  with  other  street  improvement  projects.  The 
reconstruction  of  J.C.  Redd  Drive  has  been  underway  since  October  of  1999  and  has 
been  completed.  The  installation  of  storm  drains,  curbing  &  guttering,  and  the  paving 
of  that  road  not  only  provides  easy  access  to  the  east  side  of  the  campus,  but  also 
helped  us  address  drainage  problems  on  that  side  of  the  college  campus.  When 
landscaping  is  complete  that  area  should  be  aesthetically  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

The  Wolf  Hollow  Golf  Course  parking  lot  has  been  expanded  to  provide  about 
double  the  number  of  spaces  for  parking  previously  available.  That  project,  which  was  funded  through  a  grant  from  the 
Department  of  Soil  &  Water  Conservation,  has  been  done  in  conjunction  with  the  J.C.  Redd  project.  Drainage  and  erosion 
problems  which  were  prevalent  on  the  east  side  of  campus  have  been  virtually  eliminated  by  the  completion  of  these  projects. 
The  civil  engineer  for  all  of  the  projects  was  Jeff  Knight  of  Williford,  Gearhart  &  Knight.  He  presented  a  design  to  college 
officials  with  assurances  that  these  combined  projects  would  solve  most  of  the  drainage  and  erosion  problems.  His  design 
work  and  oversight  of  these  projects,  along  with  the  access  road  and  Thames  Center  parking  lot  projects,  was  outstanding!  All 
of  the  above  projects  were  coordinated  in  a  very  efficient  and  professional  manner.  Commendations  are  also  due  to  Kevin 
Coleman  Dozier  Service  for  construction  of  the  dam  and  to  Oddee  Smith  Construction  Company  for  construction  work  in 
the  other  projects. 

Some  smaller,  yet  very  important  projects  have  also  been  completed  recently.  The  Co-Lin  maintenance  division 
carpenters,  painters  and  electricians  have  been  working  since  the  summer  of  1999  on  several  in-house  renovation  projects. 
During  the  summer  they  upgraded  classroom  space  in  the  upstairs  area  of  F.  M.  Fortemberry  building.  This  space  is  occupied 
by  the  Business  Technology  Department.  In  conjunction  with  that  project  was  the  work  done  to  accommodate  the  new  Pulp, 
Paper  and  Chemical  Technology  program,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  More  recently  the  vo-tech  office  area  of 
Fortenberry  building  was  reconfigured  to  accommodate  the  Technology  Division  of  the  college.  The  Vo-Tech  Division  offices 
are  now  located  in  the  north  end  of  the  first  floor  of  Fortenberry.  No  renovation  was  necessary  to  accommodate  those  offices 
after  the  Community  Services  personnel  moved  to  the  Thames  Center.  The  move  of  the  Technology  Division  was  necessary 
to  accommodate  the  growing  Technology  Division  of  the  college. 

The  maintenance  division  has  just  completed  the  renovation  and  upgrade  of  the  upstairs  offices  in  the  Ewing 
Administration  Building.  That  area  houses  three  divisions:  the  Dean  of  Academic  Instruction,  the  Director  of  the  Co-Lin 
Foundation  and  Alumni  Affairs,  and  the  Director  of  Public  Information.  These  three  office  areas  are  now  organized  for  greater 
efficiency  in  each  of  the  divisions. 

The  construction  of  a  concession  stand  and  restrooms  at  the  soffball  /  soccer  field  has  just  been  completed.  These  sports 
have  grown  in  popularity  and  are  attracting  a  greater  following  of  patrons  than  in  the  past.  These  facilities  were  greatly  needed 
to  accommodate  our  players  and  patrons  of  these  sports. 

We  express  our  thanks  for  the  fine  work  that  has  been  done  over  the  past  several  months  by  our  skilled  craftsmen  in  the 
maintenance  division  of  the  college  Not  only  is  the  work  very  professional,  but  it  also  saved  the  college  money  over  the 
prospect  of  having  to  bid  the  work  to  outside  contractors. 

We  are  proud  to  be  able  to  close  the  book  on  the  construction  phase  of  these  projects  and  look  forward  to  using  these  new 
and  upgraded  facilities. 
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Two  Co-Lin  Graduates  Recieve  Honors 


1999  MISSISSIPPI  SEMI-PRO 

Hall  of  Fame  -  "Chunkin"  Charlie  Ward 


Charlie  Ward  was  born  in 
Pelahatchie,  Rankin  County, 
Mississippi.  He       attended 

Pelahatchie  Public  Schools  until  the 
10th  grade.  He  then  transferred  to 
Copiah-Lincoln  High  School  and 
Junior  College,  Wesson,  Mississippi. 

Charlie  played  all  three  major 
sports:  football,  basketball,  and 
baseball.  As  an  11th  grader,  he 
played  on  the  1935  Junior  College 
State  Championship  Baseball  Team. 
In  1938,  he  made  All  State  Junior 
College  Basketball  Team.  Charlie 
was  Captain  of  the  Co-Lin  1937 
State  Championship  Football  Team 
and  made  All-State  Quarterback. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Co- 
Lin  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame. 

After  graduation  from  Co-Lin 
in  1938,  he  received  an  Athletic 
Scholarship  to  the  University  of 
Mississippi.  His  longtime  coach, 
Henry  L.  "Hook"  Stone,  was  named 
Head  Coach  at  Millsaps  College. 
Charlie  transferred  to  Millsaps 
where  he  played  football,  basketball, 
and  baseball.  Charlie  was  a 
member  of  the  1940  and  1941  Dixie 


Conference  Championship 

Basketball  Team.  He  made  All- 
Dixie  Guard  1940-1941.  Charlie  is 
a  charter  member  of  the  Millsaps 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

In  1942,  Charlie  joined  the  U.S. 
Navy.  He  was  stationed  at  Norfolk 
Naval  Air  Station  (NAS),  Norfolk, 
VA.  He  had  duty  in  the  Philippine 
Islands.  He  received  an  Honorable 
Discharge  in  November  1945. 
While  stationed  at  NAS,  Norfolk, 
VA,  he  played  on  the  NAS 
Basketball  and  Baseball  Teams.  The 
NAS  Basketball  Team  was  rated  No. 
1  Service  Team  in  1945  by  the 
Dunkel  Rating  System. 

Charlie  was  a  pitcher  and  first 
baseman  on  the  1935  Jackson  State 
Championship  American  Legion 
Team  for  the  State  of  Mississippi 
(Team  Picture  is  on  Display  at 
Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame 
Building  on  Lakeland  Drive, 
Jackson,  Mississippi). 

In  1935,  Charlie  attended  the 
St.  Louis  Cardinal  Baseball  Camp  in 
Baton  Rouge,  LA.  He  was  offered  a 
pro  contract.     In  1938,  he  played 


semi-pro  baseball  with  Brookhaven, 
losing  to  the  Lauren  Oilers  for  the 
State  Championship.  Charlie 
played  with  several  semi-pro  teams 
in  Mississippi  —  Brookhaven, 
Jackson,  Houston,  West  Point, 
Magee,  and  others.  He  had  pro 
offers  from  Greenwood,  Cotton 
States  League,  Atlanta  Crackers,  St. 
Louis  Cardinals,  and  New  York 
Giants. 

Charlie's  grandson,  Josh  Ward 
Martin,  played  on  the  1994 
Superior  Bolt  State  Championship 
semi-pro  team.  He  also  played  on 
the  1991-1992-1993  Superior  Bolt 
State  Champion  Team  and  on  the 
1995  Jackson  Grey  Socks  State 
Championship  Team. 

Charlie  Ward  is  a  member  of 
the  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

Charlie  spent  his  entire 
business  career  in  the  insurance 
industry,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
He  was  associated  with  Aetna  Life 
and  Casualty  Insurance  Co.  as  State 
Agent  in  Mississippi  and  Field 
Manager  for  Zurich-American 
Insurance  Co. 

Charlie  is  an  avid  fan  and  has 
always  been  a  great  supporter  of 
Semi-Pro  Baseball  in  Mississippi. 

He  is  married  to  Reba  Butler 
Ward.  His  daughter,  Lane  Ward 
Martin,  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  University.  She  and  her 
husband,  L.  E.  Martin,  live  in 
Pelahatchie  where  she  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Pelahatchie  Public  School 
System.  He  has  one  son,  Charlie 
Ward,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Mississippi  and 
former  Ole  Miss  basketball  player. 
Charlie  Jr.  has  served  as  headmaster 
and  coach  in  the  Mississippi  Private 
School  Association. 

Charlie  and  his  wife,  Reba,  live 
in  Hazlehurst,  but  also  spend  a  lot 
of  time  in  Pelahatchie. 


Jaqe  2  *   Jhc  (  vim 


•  JLj  2000 


Yale  Honors  Co-Lin 
Graduate  Second 
Time 

For  the  second  time  in  four 
years,  Yale  University  Divinity  School 
has  honored  Rev.  Graham  R.  Hodges 
of  Liverpool,  New  York  for  his 
effective  contributions  to  the  school 
through  his  writings  about  it  during 
the  mid-century  period. 

In  1995,  Yale  gave  him  the 
seldom-bestowed  Distinguished 
Service  Award.  On  October  13, 1999, 
it  gave  him  an  award  for  Service  to 
the  School,  again  for  his  writings, 
which  were  all  done  on  a  volunteer, 
non-profit  basis. 

Hodges  attended  the  Wesson 
Public  School  through  the  10th  grade 
where  his  studies  included  two  years 
of  Latin.  He  graduated  from  Co-Lin 
High  School  in  1933  and  the  Co-Lin 
Junior  College,  Wesson,  in  1935.  He 
then  graduated  from  Ole  Miss  in 


1937     and     Yale 

Divinity  School  in 

1940  with 

graduate  study  in 

later      years      at 

Oxford  University, 

England. 

The    bulk    of 
Rev.  Graham    hls  ministry  was  in 

R.  Hodges  UpState  New  York, 
being  pastor  of  Emmanuel 
Congregational  Church  in 

Watertown,  New  York  from  1956  to 
1979.  He  then  retired  and  he  and  his 
wife  Elsie  moved  to  Liverpool  to  be 
nearer  to  their  four  children. 

Hodges'  parents,  Fred  Barry  and 
Frances  Graham  Hodges,  were 
among  a  tiny  group  of  Wesson 
couples  who  worked  hard  to  get  the 
planned  Copiah-Lincoln  Agricultural 
High  School  located  at  Wesson  back 
in  1913.  It  was  on  the  Hodges'  lawn 
at  the  home  now  owned  by  Charles 
Pennett  that  the  young  couples 
hosted  a  "dinner  on  the  ground"  for 


the  movers  and  shakers  of 
educational  and  political  life  of 
Copiah  and  Lincoln  counties,  the  two 
original  sponsors  for  Co-Lin.  That 
night  they  voted  to  locate  the  school 
at  Wesson. 

Hodges  says  that  a  veritable  tribe 
of  Hodges  of  various  clans  and 
generations  has  gotten  a  first  class 
education  at  Co-Lin.  It  was  his 
experience  at  Co-Lin  that  gave  him 
motive  to  be  on  a  three  man  steering 
committee  at  Watertown  to  push 
through  a  positive  referendum  to 
establish  the  Jefferson  (County) 
Community  College  in  1960. 

Since  retirement  in  1979,  Hodges 
has  published  seven  additional  books 
besides  seven  earlier,  two  of  them 
being  illustrated  books  of 
compilations  about  Wesson  from  the 
1980's  to  mid-century.  Both  books 
are  in  the  Co-Lin  Library. 

In  1991,  Co-Lin  inducted 
Hodges  into  its  Literary  Hall  of 
Fame,  j** 


HOMECOMING 
2000 

October  14, 2000 


Make  plans  to  join  us  for 
Homecoming  this  Fall.  A  full 
schedule  will  be  available  later 

this  year.  If  you  need  more 

information  contact  the  Alumni 

Office  at  601-643-8332  or  by  email 

at  allen.kent@colin.cc.ms.us. 


TENTATIVE  HOMECOMING 
SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY,  OCT.  13 

7:00  p.m.      854th  Medical  Collecting 

Company  Reunion 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  14 
8:30  a.m.      Registration  Begins  -  Anderson 

Building 
9:00  a.m.      Athletic  Alumni  Association 

Meeting  -  Thames  Center 
1 1:00  a.m.    Alumni  Luncheon  -  Henley 

Student  Center  Cafeteria 
1:00  p.m.      Reunions  -  Various  Locations 

•  Classes  of  1930,  1940,  1950, 
1960,1970,  1980,  and  1990. 

•  GOLD  (Graduates  Of  the  Last 
Decade)  Club 

•  Cheerleader  &  Mascot  Reunion 

•  854th  Medical  Collecting 
Company 

•  1950  High  School  Class  Reunion 
2:40  p.m.      Presentation  of  Homecoming 

Court  and  Crowning  of  Queen  - 
Stone  Stadium 
3:00  p.m.      Football  Game  -  Co-Lin  Wolves 
vs.  Pearl  River  Wildcats 
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80  Year-Old  GED  Graduate  Overcomes  Obstacles 


You've  heard  the  old  adage 
"better  late  than  never."  For  80- 
year-old  Mrs.  Louise  Sinclair  of 
McComb,  it  was  well  worth  the 
wait.  Mrs.  Sinclair  received  her 
GED  through  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College's  Adult 
Education  Program.  She  is  one  of 
the  oldest  GED  graduates  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi. 

Mrs.  Sinclair  said,  "I  had 
always  wanted  to  get  it,  but  never 
had  time."  Sinclair  quit  school  two 
weeks  into  her  ninth  grade  year. 
She  married  at  a  young  age  and 
began  raising  her  family.  "I  would 
think  about  it  and  then  something 
would  come  up,"  she  said.  Mrs. 
Sinclair  has  battled  a  hearing 
problem  and  cancer. 

In  1992,  Sinclair  enrolled  in 
the  Senior  AIDES  Program,  an 
employment-training  program 
sponsored  by  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community     College.  The 

program     enrolls     economically 


disadvantaged  persons  age  55  and 
older  to  work  part  time  in 
government  or  non-profit 
agencies.  Mrs.  Sinclair  was 
enrolled  in  the  program  when  she 
began  her  battle  with  cancer. 
During  her  time  of  treatment  and 
recovery,  she  managed  to  miss  only 
two  weeks  of  work.  She 
acknowledges  that  staying  active  in 
the  workplace  helped  her  deal  with 
the  problems  she  was  facing  in  her 
personal  life.  Mrs.  Sinclair  is 
presently  assigned  as  a  clerical  aide 
for  the  MS  Department  of 
Corrections  in  McComb. 

It  was  the  encouragement  of 
Brenda  Brown,  director  of  Co- 
Lin's  Senior  Aides  Program  that 
got  her  interested  in  taking  the 
GED.  "Brenda  surprised  me  one 
day  with  some  of  the  books.  She 
didn't  nag  me  about  it,  but  really 
encouraged  me,"  Mrs.  Sinclair 
said. 

Brown    said,    "I    knew    the 


Displaying  her  GED  certificate  is  Mrs.  Louise  Sinclair  (seated). 
Standing  from  left  is  Jean  Gordy,  Copiah-Lincoln  GED  instructor;  Jeff 
Posey,  Co-Lin  Adult  Education  Director;  Brenda  Brown,  director  of  Co- 
Lin  s  Senior  Aides  Program;  and  Dr.  Howell  Garner,  Co-Lin  president. 


obstacles  Mrs.  Sinclair  had 
overcome  in  her  life  and  was 
confident  this  was  a  goal  she  could 
meet.  She  just  needed  to  gain 
confidence  in  herself." 

According  to  Jeff  Posey,  Co- 
Lin  Adult  Education  Director,  only 
1.4  percent  of  186  adults  who  take 
the  GED  over  the  age  of  60  pass  the 
test.  The  average  age  for  a  GED 
graduate  is  22  years  old. 

Sinclair  said,  "On  the  first  day 
of  class  I  was  really  scared  because 
of  my  age  and  afraid  of  failure.  But 
Mrs.  Gordy  (GED  instructor)  put 
me  at  ease.  Mrs.  Gordy  is  a  super 
teacher.  She  came  to  my  house  and 
had  class  on  a  Saturday  when  I  was 
sick." 

Sinclair  said  she  received  much 
support  and  encouragement  from 
her  family,  co-workers,  and  from 
Co-Lin.  "Everyone  was  so 
supportive  of  my  trying  to  get  my 
GED,"  she  said,  "they  kept  telling 
me  I  could  do  it.  I'm  just  so 
thankful  for  the  opportunity  Jeff, 
Brenda,  Mrs.  Gordy  and  Co-Lin 
gave  me." 

"I  found  out  I  had  passed  the 
test  at  work,"  Sinclair  said.  "The 
first  person  I  called  was  my  son." 

When  she's  not  working, 
Sinclair  enjoys  painting, 
crocheting  and  sewing.  She  has 
four  children,  eight  grandchildren, 
12  great-grandchildren  and  one 
great  great  grandchild.  They  are  all 
very  proud  of  her 

accomplishment. 

Sinclair  has  her  GED  diploma 
by  her  front  door  so  everyone  who 
comes  to  visit  can  see  it.  Her  advice 
to  anyone  interested  in  taking  the 
GED,  "it's  never  too  late."  ^ 
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Posey  Named 
Mississippi's 
Outstanding  Business 
Educator 

Rhonda 

Posey  was  named 

Outstanding 

Business 

Educator  for  the 

state  of 

Mississippi  by  the 

Rhonda  Posey   Mississippi 

Business  Education  Association  at 

their  annual  meeting  held  at  Delta 

State  University. 

Posey  is  a  Network  Support 
Technology  instructor  at  Co-Lin. 
She  has  been  employed  at  Co -Lin 
since  1989.  For  the  past  two  years, 
Posey  has  been  involved  in  a 
National  Science  Foundation  Grant 
that  promotes  computer 
networking  throughout  the  state. 
She  has  received  training  in  Novell, 
Windows  NT,  Web  Page  Design, 
and  Cisco  Wide  Area  Networking. 
This  NSF  grant  has  allowed  Co-Lin 
to  establish  a  network  support 
program  and  offer  the  above 
mentioned  programs  to  Co-Lin 
students.  As  a  result  of  the  grant,  the 
Office  Systems  Technology 
department  has  received  over 
$150,000  in  funding.  During  the 
past  two  summers,  Posey  has 
trained  teachers  in  Novell. 

Louis  Dugas,  dean  of 
vocational-technical  instruction 
said,  "Mrs.  Posey  has  been  a 
dedicated,  energetic  instructor  in 
her  tenure  in  the  Office  Systems 
Technology  and  Computer 
Networking  Support  Technology 
programs.  She  has  done  an  excellent 
job  in  keeping  up  with  state-of-the- 
art  technology.  She  truly  deserves 
the  MBEA  Vocational  Business 
Educator  of  the  Year  award." 

In  addition  to  being  active  in 


the  Mississippi  Business  Education 
Association,  Posey  is  a  member  of 
the  Mississippi  Educational 
Computing  Association,  Delta 
Kappa  Gamma  Educational  Society, 
Copiah-Lincoln  Educators 

Association,  and  Pi  Omega  Pi 
Business  Society. 

She  holds  a  B.S.  and  M.Ed,  in 
business  and  computer  education 
from  Mississippi  State  University. 
She  also  is  a  Certified  Novell 
Administrator  (CNA)  and  is 
presently  working  towards  Cisco 
Certified  Network  Associate 
(CCNA)  certification.  Posey  and 
her  husband,  Kevin,  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons,  Garrett  and  Gage.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Starkey  and 
Katherine  Coleman  of  Wesson. 

Office  Systems 
Technology  Earns 
Outstanding  Post- 
Secondary  Program  of 
the  Year  Award 

The  Mississippi  Association 
of  Career  and  Technical 
Education  has  recognized  the 
Office  Systems  Technology 
program  at  Co-Lin  with  the 
Outstanding  Post-Secondary 
Program  of  the  Year  award. 

This  was  the  first  time  the 
Office  Systems  Technology 
program  has  been  nominated  for 
this  award. 

Louis  Dugas,  dean  of 
vocational-technical   instruction 


om 


esson 


said,  "Our  instructors  have 
worked  very  hard  to  develop  this 
program.  We  are  very  proud  of 
their  outstanding  work  in  this 
program." 

A  documented  portfolio  with 
the  following  criteria  was 
submitted  for  consideration.  The 
program  must  have  been  in 
operation  for  at  least  three  years; 
be  well  attended  and  have  a 
successful  placement  rate;  must 
work  cooperatively  with  business, 
labor  leaders  and  local 
organizations;  should  provide 
hands-on  experience  in  labs, 
shops  and/or  work  sites; 
instructors      must      be      well 


Instructors  of  the  Office  Systems 
Technology  program  that  were 
presented  with  the  Outstanding 
Post-Secondary  Program  of  the 
Year  award  are  seated  from  left, 
Melnee  Frazier  and  Margaret 
Britt;  standing  from  left,  Becky 
Burt  and  Rhonda  Posey. 
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qualified;  must  have  self- 
evaluation  and  feedback 
procedure  from  students, 
employers,  as  well  as  other 
concerned  individuals  and 
groups;  should  provide  narrative, 
statistical  and  photographic 
evidence  of  the  requested 
guidelines;  and  be  able  to  secure 
three  letters  of  recommendation 
indicating  success  of  the  program 
from  educational  as  well  as 
business  and  industry 

perspectives. 

Dr.  Howell  C.  Garner,  Co-Lin 
president  said,  "We  are  so  proud 
of  what  this  program  has 
accomplished.  Louis  Dugas  and 
his  staff  have  done  an  excellent 
job  with  this  program."  Office 
Systems  Technology  instructors 
at  Co-Lin  are  Melnee  Frazier, 
Becky  Burt,  Margaret  Britt,  and 
Rhonda  Posey. 

Mississippi  Blood 
Services  Recognizes 
MLT  Programs  Efforts 

Co-Lin  was  chosen  as  the 
1999  statewide  winner  by 
Mississippi  Blood  Services  for 
outstanding  contribution  to  the 
volunteer  blood  donor  program 
in  the  state.  Co-Lin's  Medical 
Laboratory  Technology  program 
(MLT)  sponsors  all  campuswide 
blood  drives. 

"I  nominated  Co-Lin  because 
of  your  loyalty  to  Mississippi 
Blood  Services,  your  consistent 
outstanding  responses  to  our 
campus  blood  drives,  and  most 
of  all,  because  you  allow  me  to 
share  with  you  the  opportunity 
to  educate  young  people  in  your 
classes  about  the  importance  of 
community     service     through 


Ann  Parker  (center),  South  Mississippi  Marketing  Representative  for 
Mississippi  Blood  Services  presents  Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College 
with  the  1999  statewide  winner  for  outstanding  contributions  to  the  blood 
donor  program.  Representing  Co-Lin  are  from  left,  David  Higgs,  history 
instructor;  Shelley  Curtis,  microbiology/biology  instructor;  Mary  Shivers, 
Medical  Laboratory  Technology  program  coordinator;  Parker;  Rev.  Bruce 
Brady,  BSU  director;  Cindy  Higgs,  Medical  Laboratory  Technology 
instructor;  Louis  Dugas,  dean  of  vocational-technical  instruction;  and 
Gail  Baldwin,  assistant  dean  of  vocational-technical  instruction. 


blood  donations,"  said  Ann 
Parker,  South  Mississippi 
Marketing  Representative  for 
Mississippi  Blood  Services. 

HEADWAE  Recipients 
Honored  at  the  Capitol 

Dr.  Phyllis 
H.  Lanier  of 
Magnolia  and 
Christopher 
Lance 
Robinson  of 
Brookhaven 
were  selected 
to  represent 
Co-Lin  for  the  Dr-  Phyllis  Lanier 
13th  annual  HEADWAE  program. 

HEADWAE  (Higher 

Education  Appreciation  Day  - 
Working  for  Academic  Excellence) 
is  a  program  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature,  sponsored  by  the 
state's  corporate  community  and 
coordinated   by  the   Mississippi 


Association  of  Colleges.  Each  year 
HEADWAE  honors  an 

outstanding  faculty  member  and 
an  outstanding  student  from  each 
participating  member  institution 
of  the  Mississippi  Association  of 
Colleges. 

The  Mississippi  Legislature 
recognized  HEADWAE  recipients 
in  February  in  Jackson.  Lieutenant 
Governor  Amy  Tuck  serves  as  chair 
of  HEADWAE. 

Dr.  Lanier  serves  as 
chairperson  of  Co-Lin's  science 
division  and  is  an  instructor  of 
general  and  organic  chemistry.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Co-Lin 
faculty  for  35  years. 

She  received  her  A.A.  degree 
from  Southwest  Junior  College  and 
her  B.S.  in  chemistry  from  Millsaps 
College.  Dr.  Lanier  received  her 
Masters  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  her 
Education  Specialist  degree  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  and 
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her  Ph.D.  with  emphasis  in 
chemistry  and  biology  from  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
She  completed  postgraduate  work 
at  Jackson  State  University,  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  and  the 
University  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Lanier  has  been  published 
in  numerous  educational  and 
scientific  publications  including 
Laboratory  Manual  for  General 
Chemistry  and  Dorothy  Laura,  a 
book  on  Alzheimer's.  She  has  been 
honored  with  Co-Lin's  high 
performance  award  in  1998, 
induction  into  the  Literary  Hall  of 
Fame  in  1997,  selected  Phi  Theta 
Kappa's  Outstanding  Instructor  in 
1997,  received  the  Wesson 
Chamber  of  Commerce's 
Educators  Award  in  1996,  one  of 
Co-Lin's  Outstanding  Instructors, 
recipient  of  the  Chemical 
Manufacturers  Association 

National  Award,  and  National 
Science  Foundation  Participant. 

She  is  a  member  of  the 
Copiah-Lincoln  Educators 

Association,  Kappa  Delta  Pi,  Delta 
Kappa  Gamma,  Alpha  Epsilon 
Delta  (Pre-med  honorary), 
National  Council  of  Instructional 
Administrators,  and  the 
Mississippi  Academy  of  Science. 

Dr.  Lanier  is  a  member  of  the 
Copiah-Lincoln  Foundation,  the 
Southwest  Alumni  Association,  the 
Ole  Miss  Alumni  Association, 
MBMC  Tumor  Registry,  Amite 
County  Farm  Bureau  and  the 
American  Quarter  Horse 
Association. 

She  and  her  husband,  Dr.  L.  M. 
Lanier,  superintendent  of  South 
Pike  Schools,  reside  in  Magnolia. 

A  graduate  of  Brookhaven 
High  School,  Christopher  Lance 
Robinson  is  a  sophomore  chemical 


engineering  major.  He  is  the  vice- 
president  of  scholarship  for  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  a  member  of  Sigma 
Kappa  Delta  (English  honorary 
society),  and 
was  selected  to 
Who's  Who 
Among 
Students  in 
American 
I  u  n  i  o  r 
Colleges. 

Robinson 
is  a  member 
of  the  Alpha  Omega  Science  Club, 
the  President's  Council,  reporter 
for  the  Afro-American  Plus  Club, 
president  of  the  Trailblazers,  serves 
as  a  chemistry  laboratory  assistant 
and  was  elected  Mr.  Co-Lin.  He 
was  recently  selected  to  the  1999- 
2000  All-USA  Academic  Team. 

He  plans  to  attend  Mississippi 
State  University  majoring  in 
chemical  engineering  and 
accounting. 


Chris  Robinson 


Robinson  is  the  son  of  Annie 
Ruth  Robinson  and  the  late  Ralph 
Jerry  Robinson  of  Brookhaven. 

Eta  Omega  - 
Outstanding  Chapter 

Co-Lin's  Wesson  campus  Eta 
Omega  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  was  named  the  Most 
Outstanding  Chapter  in 

Mississippi-Louisiana  at  the 
annual  Phi  Theta  Kappa  Regional 
Convention  held  in  Jackson. 

The  award  is  given  to  the 
chapter  for  the  best  use  of  the 
year's  Honor  Topic,  as  well  as  its 
overall  activities.  Eta  Omega  will 
receive  a  $600  scholarship  for  a 
member  to  attend  the  Honor 
Institute  that  will  be  held  this 
summer. 

The  Eta  Omega  was  also 
named  a  Five  Star  Chapter,  which 
is  the  highest  level  a  chapter  can 
achieve.  The  chapter  was  also 
elected  Regional  President  of  the 


Members  of  the  Eta  Omega  Chapter  receiving  the  award  are  front  row,  from  left, 
Jennie  Turner  of  Monticello,  Ginger  Sasser  ofBogue  Chitto,  Bonita  Rogers  of 
Pinola,  Kelly  Moore  ofBogue  Chitto,  and  Lindsay  James  of  Hazlehurst.  Back  row, 
from  left,  Philip  Conley  ofMeadville,  Jimmy  Price  of  Wesson,  Andrew  Smith  of 
Natchez,  Clay  Posey  of  Brookhaven,  William  Webb  of  Hazlehurst,  Chris  Robinson 
of  Brookhaven  and  Kyle  Britt  of  Brookhaven.  Not  pictured  is  Zach  Dear  of 
Hazlehurst. 
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Mississippi-Louisiana  Region  for 
the  2000-2001  year. 

Chapter  president  Clay  Posey 
of  Brookhaven  was  named  to  the 
Order  of  the  Golden  Key,  which  is 
given  to  a  most  outstanding 
member. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  the 
international  two-year  honor 
fraternity.  Students  must  achieve  a 
3.4  or  better  academic  average  to 
receive  an  invitation  for 
membership. 

Barbara  Webb  received  a 
plaque  for  her  15  years  of  service  as 
PTK  advisor.  Mrs.  Webb  will  retire 
this  year. 

Forty-nine  Make 
Who's  Who  List 

Forty-nine  outstanding 

sophomores  on  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College's  Wesson 
campus  have  been  selected  to 
Who's  Who  Among  Students  in 
American  Junior  Colleges  for 
1999-2000. 

Selection  is  based  upon 
leadership,  scholarship,  character, 
and  the  potential  for  success  upon 
graduation. 

The  list  includes  Jessica 
Anding,  Crystal  Beeson,  Kyle 
Britt,  Renee  Michiels,  Chris 
Robinson,  Ginger  Sasser,  Allah 
Sharieff,  and  Bishop  Smith,  all  of 
Brookhaven;  Allison  Burt  and 
Kelly  Moore  of  Bogue  Chitto; 
Elbert  "Craig"  Berry,  Edward  May, 
and  Tiffany  McKinney,  all  of 
Union  Church. 

Also,  Garland  Anderson, 
Melissa  Coone,  Allison  Dugas, 
Kurt  Guidry,  Jason  Huffman, 
Marsha  Mullins,  Clay  Posey, 
James  Price,  Kylie  Smith,  and 
Ashley  Wright,  all  of  Wesson; 
Lindsay  James,  Jennifer  Johns, 


Shantay  Watkins,  and  William 
Webb,  all  of  Hazlehurst;  Jamie 
Mclnnis  of  Magee,  Bonita  Rogers 
of  Pinola,  Adam  Different  of 
Braxton,  DeShea  Welch  of 
Mendenhall. 

Others  include  Heather 
Kegley  of  Florence,  Jamie 
Johnson,  Jennie  Turner,  and  Toni 
Word  of  Monticello;  Tammie 
LeBoeuf  of  Sontag;  Carol  Mont  of 
Monterey,  Chet  Smith  and 
Amanda  Turner  of  Silver  Creek; 
Rachel  Adams  of  McComb; 
Duane  Cantrell  of  Hattiesburg; 
Sara  Joy  and  Exavier  Logan,  both 
of  Natchez;  Philip  Conley,  Mindy 
Laster,  Britton  Lewis,  Hollie 
McGehee,  and  Arie  Wilson,  all  of 
Meadville;  Meredith  Strahan  of 
McCall  Creek. 

Each  recipient  will  be  featured 
in  the  annual  volume,  which 
covers  all  50  states  and  all  U.S. 
territories. 

Students  enrolled  full-time  in 
two-year  programs  are  eligible  for 
consideration.  A  local  committee 
composed  of  administrators,  staff, 
and  faculty  made  the  final 
recommendations  to  the  editors 
of  Who's  Who. 

Mr.  and  Miss  Co-Lin 
Also  Take  All-State 
PTK  Honors 

Chris  Robinson  of 

Brookhaven  and  Jennie  Turner  of 
Monticello  were  elected  Mr.  and 
Miss  Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College.  Both  students  were  also 
chosen  to  represent  Co-Lin  as 
members  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa's 
All-State  Academic  Team,  with 
Robinson  receiving  an  honorable 
mention  and  Turner  being 
selected  to  the  first  team  and  the 


All-USA  Academic  Team.  "We  are 
very  proud  of  Jennie  and  Chris  for 
their  scholarship  and  leadership  at 
Co-Lin  over  the  past  two  years.  It 
was  my  pleasure  to  place  their 
names  in  nomination  for 
recognition  by  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
for  this  year's  All-American 
Academic  team.  Jennie  was 
selected  by  judges  at  PTK 
International  as  the  First  Team 
winner.  We  are  very  proud  of  her 
for  that  special  recognition,"  said 
Co-Lin  President  Dr.  Howell 
Garner. 

All  nominees  for  the  All- State 
Academic  team  completed  an 
application  and  judges  reviewed 
written  essays  and  letter  of 
recommendation  and  determine 
leadership  skills,  academic 
achievement,  and  community 
service  involvement  to  select 
winners. 

Robinson,  the  son  of  Annie 
Ruth  Robinson  and  the  late  Ralph 
Jerry  Robinson  of  Brookhaven,  is 
a  sophomore  chemical 

engineering  major.  He  was 
recently  selected  as  the 
HEADWAE  academic  scholar  and 
the  1999-2000  All-USA  Academic 
Team.  He  is  the  recipient  of  the 


Mr.  and  Miss  Co-Lin  are,  from 
left,  Jennie  Turner  and  Chris 
Robinson. 
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John  "Jack"  Johnson  Endowed 
Scholarship  and  an  ACT 
Scholarship.  He  is  also  a  dean's  list 
scholar. 

Robinson  is  the  reporter  for 
the  Afro-American  Plus  Club, 
vice-president  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  president  of  the 
Trailblazers,  member  of  the 
President's  Council,  Sigma  Kappa 
Delta  and  Alpha  Omega  Science 
Club. 

Turner,  the  daughter  of  Peggy 
Burnett  and  George  Turner,  is  a 
sophomore  majoring  in  English. 
She  is  the  recipient  of  the  Lexie  B. 
Smith  Memorial  Scholarship, 
ACT  scholarship,  and  a  dean's  list 
scholar. 

She  is  president  of  SGA  and 
the  President's  Council;  vice- 
president  of  Sigma  Kappa  Delta; 
co-editor  of  Microcosm;  and  vice- 
president  of  fellowship  in  Phi 
Theta  Kappa. 

In  addition,  she  was  recently 
selected  to  the  1999-2000  All-USA 
Academic  First  Team. 

Turner  is  also  a  member  of 
Phi  Beta  Lambda,  Food  Service 
Committee,  and  the  Modern 
Foreign  Language  Club. 

Campus  Favorites 

Elected  as  this  year's  campus 
favorites  are  Kyle  Britt  of  Loyd 
Star;  Sheree  Addison  and  Sherry 
Addison,  both  of  Bogue  Chitto; 
Boone  Daughdrill  of  New 
Hebron;  Zach  Dear  and  William 
Webb,  both  of  Hazlehurst;  Shelon 
Drummond  of  Oakvale;  Sara  Joy 
and  Candace  Nelson,  both  of 
Monticello;  Dorrell  Robinson  of 
Natchez;  and  Bonita  Rogers  of 
Pinola. 

They  were  selected  from  a 
large  field  of  candidates.  »*j# 


Campus  Happenings... 


June 

8      Honors  Orientation 
19    Second  Term  Summer 

Classes  Start 
22    Orientation 
29    Foundation  Golf 

Tournament 

July 

4      Holiday 
Orientation 
Third  Term  Summer 
Classes  Start 
Orientation 


6 
10 


August 

7-10    Faculty  Meeting 

9      Dorms  Open 

Registration 

Fall  Semester  Classes 

Begin 

Last  Day  to  Register 

and  Make  Schedule 

Changes 

Football  @  Wesson 

Co-Lin  vs  Northwest 

7:00  p.m. 


10 
14 

23 


31 


20 


Let  us  know  where  you  are! 


Full  Name: 


Name  while  at  Co-Lin,  if  different: 
Address:   


Date  of  Birth: 

Phone  #:  

email: 


Year  Graduated: 


Social  Security  #: 


Addresses,  phone  numbers,  social  security  numbers  and  email  addresses  will  NOT  be 
printed  or  distributed.  They  will  be  used  for  Foundation  and  Alumni  use  only. 

Tell  us  your  news! 


Send  to:    Allen  Kent 

Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College 

P.O.  Box  649 

Wesson,  MS  39191 
or  email  alien. kent@colin.cc.ms. us 


photos 
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Additions  to  the 
Taylor  Chapel 

Three  additions 
have  been  made  to 
the  Fred  and  Jewett 
Taylor  Chapel  on 
Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College's 
Wesson  campus.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Buddy  Beall 
of  Wesson  donated  a  state  of  the 
art  Peavey  sound  system.  The 


sign.  The  brick  sign,  which 
stands  to  the  left  of  the  chapel, 
also  houses  a 
planter  where 
seasonal  flowers  are 
kept  to  the 
enjoyment  of 
students,  faculty 
and  friends. 

A  wooden 
cross  that  was 
designed  and  made  by  Co- 
Lin  alumnus,  Wayne  Page 
('78),  was  hung  above 
the  pulpit.  The  cross  is 
approximately  6  feet  tall 
and  four  feet  wide  and  is 
made  out  of  red  oak. 
"We  are  extremely 


thankful  and  proud  of  the  recent 
additions  to  the  Taylor  Chapel," 
said  Allen  Kent,  director  of  the 
Co-Lin  Foundation  and  alumni 
affairs.  "We  appreciate  the 
generosity  of  our  many  alumni, 
friends,  and  supporters." 


system  will  enhance 
the  programs  and 
activities  held  in  the 
chapel. 

Georgia-Pacific 
Monticello  Mill 
generously  donated  a 


Pictured  above,  from  left,  are  Mr.  Beall, 
Allen  Kent,  executive  director  of  the  Co- 
Lin  Foundation  and  alumni  affairs,  and 
Mrs.  Beall  (seated). 


Co-Lin's  Scholars  Bowl  Team 
placed  third  at  the  annual  Ken 
Wooten  Scholar's  Bowl  held  at 
the  University  of  Mississippi. 
Co-Lin's  Scholars  Bowl  team 
has  placed  in  the  top  3  for  the 
past  15  years. 

Members  of  the  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College  Scholars  Bowl 
team  are,  seated,  from  left,  Clay  Posey 
and  Duane  Cantrell  of  Brookhaven, 
and  standing,  from  left,  Jason  Smith 
of  Brookhaven,  Dr.  Durr  Walker, 
Advisor;  and  Stephen  King  of  Wesson. 
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Athletic  News... 


Coach  Gwyn  Young  accepts  a  plaque  and  commemorative  basketball 
autographed  by  his  team  from  college  president,  Dr.  Howell  Garner. 


Athletic  Director  and  Women's 
Basketball  Coach  Gwyn  Young  was 
recently  honored  for  his  500th  career 
victory.  The  500th  win  came  against 
East  Central  Community  College  in 
Decatur  on  Monday,  January  10, 
2000. 

In  recognition  of  his 
accomplishment,  Co-Lin  president 
Dr.  Howell  Garner  presented  Young 
with  a  plaque  and  an  autographed 
basketball  from  his  team. 

"We  are  extremely  proud  of 
Gwyn  and  the  job  he  has  done  at 
Co-Lin,"  said  Dr.  Garner.  "Not  many 
coaches  win  500  games  in  a  career." 

Young,  in  his  25th  season  at  Co- 
Lin,  has  a  career  record  of  500  wins 
and  165  losses.  During  his  tenure  at 
Co-Lin  his  teams  have  won  14 
regular  season  first  place  finishes, 
nine  South  Division  Championships, 
13  State  Tournament  Appearances, 
State  Championships  in  1993, 1997, 
and  1999.  Also,  Runner-up  State 
Champions  in  1983, 1984,  and  1998, 
Runner-up  in  Region  XXIII 


Championship  in  1990, 1996, 1998, 
and  1999,  Region  XXIII  Champions 
in  1989, 1993,  and  1997,  National 
Tournament  appearances  in  1989, 
1993,  and  1997.  Coach  Young's  team 
finished  fourth  in  the  1989  National 
Tournament  and  has  consistently 
been  nationally  ranked.  This  year's 
team  is  currently  ranked  No.  5  in  the 
NJCAA  poll. 

Young  was  named  Region  XXIII 
Coach  of  the  Year  in  1989, 1993,  and 
1997;  MAACJC  and  MAC  Coach  of 
the  Year  in  1993.  He  has  also  been 
named  Coach  of  the  Year  for  Junior 
Colleges  on  numerous  occasions  by 
the  Clarion-Ledger  in  Jackson,  MS. 

Young  also  serves  the  college  as  a 
mathematics  instructor.  He  holds  an 
associate  of  arts  degree  from  Co-Lin, 
a  bachelor's  degree  from  Mississippi 
College,  and  a  master's  degree  from 
the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Velesta  Smith,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Lane  and  Jessica. 


Ernest  Pitts  Named  to 
NJCAA  All- America 
First  Team 

Sophomore 
running  back 
Ernest  Pitts  has 
been  named  to 
the  National 
Junior  College 
Athletic 

Association  All- 
America  First 
Team. 


Ernest  Pitts 


A  Monticello  native,  Pitts  (5-9, 
175),  was  the  leading  rusher  in  the 
Mississippi  Association  of 
Community/Junior  Colleges  with 
1,215  yards  rushing  on  219  carries 
and  9  touchdowns.  He  averaged  135 
yards  rushing  per  game.  Pitts  played 
in  nine  games  this  season  and  missed 
the  final  game  due  to  a  partially  torn 
ACL  in  his  left  knee. 

His  other  honors  include  the 
Most  Valuable  Back  on  the  1999 
MACJC  All-State  South  Division 
Football  Team  and  the  NJCAA'S  All- 
Region  23  team. 

Pitts  was  also  named  Co-Lin's 
Most  Valuable  Offensive  and  was 
selected  as  one  of  Co -Lin's 
permanent  team  captains. 

Pitts  has  signed  a  football 
scholarship  with  the  Marshall 
University  Thundering  Herd  of 
Huntington,  West  Virginia.  %J^ 
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The  Natchez  campus  continued 
its  strong  pattern  of  enrollment 
growth,  particularly  in  full-time 
students  during  both  the  fall  1999  and 
spring  2000  semesters. 

In  round  numbers,  Natchez 
enrolled  a  total  of  748  students  in  the 
fall  of  1999, 530  (71  percent)  of  which 
were  full  time.  In  the  spring  of  2000, 
Natchez  enrolled  a  record  770 
students,  504  (65.4  percent)  of  which 
were  full  time.  In  the  previous  11 
years,  full-time  enrollment  held 
steady  at  about  50  to  58  percent  of 
overall  enrollment. 

Natchez  Dean  Ronald  E.  Nettles 
said  he  is  pleased  with  the  full-time 
enrollment  trend  because  it  indicates 
that  more  students  are  choosing  Co- 
Lin  as  the  place  to  begin  their  higher 
education  programs.  A  revealing 
statistic  is  the  average  age  of  the 
student  population:  25  during  the 
spring  semester,  down  from  nearly  30 
a  decade  ago. 

Another  number  that  is 
encouraging  is  that  65  percent  of  the 
students  in  the  spring  are  freshmen. 

The  campus  will  continue  an 
aggressive  marketing  and  recruiting 
program  this  spring  and  summer  to 
attract  hopefully  even  more  full-  and 
part-time  students  for  the  summer 
and  fall. 

Here  is  a  general  synopsis  by 
category  of  events  that  affected  the 
campus  from  Oct.  1,  1999  through 
Feb.  29, 2000. 
GIBSON  TO  RETIRE 

Sandra 
Gibson, 
director  of 
admissions 
and 
records, 
announced 
in  January 
she  will 
retire  on 
June  30, 
2000. 

She  has  worked  at  Co-Lin  for 
nearly  20  years.  During  that  time,  she 
has  been  interim  dean  of  the  Natchez 
Campus,  advisor  to  N-Sights, 
coordinator  of  the  American  College 
Test  program,  supervisor  of  the 
College  Fair,  and  served  in  a  variety  of 


Sandra  Gibson 


other    pos- 
itions. 

G  w  e  n 
McCalip, 
academic 
counselor,  is 
scheduled 
to  take 

Gibson's 
place.    The 

Gwen  McCalip        '       "'       , 
r         approved 

her  promotion  in  February.  McCalip 

has  worked  at  Co -Lin  for  nearly  nine 

years.  At  Co-Lin,  she  is  advisor  to  the 

SHARE    (Student   Hospitality  and 

Recruitment)  team,  supervisor  of  the 

ACT  program  and  a  member  of  the 

Co-Lin  Foundation  Board.  She  also  is 

president      of      the      Mississippi 

Community/Junior  College 

Counselor  Association,  which  she  has 

served  in  a  variety  of  other  roles. 

She  earned  her  master's  of 
education  degree  at  Mississippi 
College  and  her  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree  in  elementary  education  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 
TWO  JOIN  NATCHEZ  STAFF 

Judy  Heard  began  her  duties  in 
January  as  special  populations 
counselor/instructor.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  and  taught  in 
the  Natchez-Adams  School  District 
and  at  Trinity  Episcopal  Day  School. 

Charles  Stroupe  began  his  duties 
in  February  as  electronics/ 
instrumentation  instructor,  filling  a 
position  left  vacant  by  the  departure 
of  Cass  Brown.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Louisiana  State  University  and  has 
extensive  work  experience  in  the 
aerospace  industry. 

Nursing  instructor  Debra  Ellis  left 
for  other  work  opportunities  in 
February. 


MR.  AND  MISS  CO-LIN  NATCHEZ 
ELECTED 

Students  John  Wesley  Smith  and 
Sommer  Welsh  were  elected  Mr.  and 
Miss  Co-Lin  in  October. 
Coincidentally,  the  two  are  close 
friends  and  since  have  become 
engaged. 

Favorites  elected  were 

sophomores  Meg  Harper,  Dorothy 
Hunt,  Tammy  Latiolais,  Kristin 
Roberts,  Cory  Spring  and  Kendra 
Williams;  freshmen  Chris  Brown, 
Nikki  Clark,  Dee  Dee  Dunmore  and 
Ashlee  Shelton. 

Selected  Homecoming 

representatives  were  sophomores 
Katrina  Morace  and  Sommer  Welsh 
and  freshmen  Nikki  Clark  and 
Sharonda  Rogers. 

LITERARY  CELEBRATION  GAINS 
NEW  SPONSOR,  LINKS  WITH 
MOVIE  INDUSTRY 

The  Natchez  Literary  Celebration 
reached  two  major  plateaus  during 
the  past  three  months. 

The  first  was  gaining  a  fourth  co- 
sponsor,  Alcorn  State  University, 
which  will  join  Co-Lin,  the  National 
Park  Service  and  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Archives  and  History. 
ASU's  co-chair  is  Emma  Blissett, 
instructor  of  English.  ASU  has 
committed  financial  and  personnel 
resources  to  the  literary  celebration. 
Also,  ASU  will  host  a  tour  of  the 
historic  Oakland  Memorial  Chapel, 
and  Dr.  Clinton  Bristow,  ASU 
president,  is  scheduled  to  participate 
in  the  opening  welcome.  The  college 
also  will  present  a  special  panel,  "The 
Role  of  the  African -American  church 
in  Southern  Politics  and  Culture." 

The  second  plateau  is  a 
partnership  between  the  NLC  and  the 
movie-producing  industry  to  create 
The    Natchez    Literary    and    Film 
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Celebration,  which  will  be  launched  in 
2001.  A  contingent  from  the  industry 
is  expected  at  the  2000  NLC,  which  is 
scheduled  for  June  1-3. 

Carolyn  Vance  Smith,  NLC  co- 
chair,  was  elected  to  serve  on  the 
Mississippi  Humanities  Council, 
which  also  awarded  the  NLC  with  a 
$6,500  grant  to  help  with  NLC 
expenses  this  year. 
HIGH  PERFORMANCE  WINNERS 

Carolyn  Harper,  accounts 
receivable  manager  and  financial  aid 
officer,  was  selected  High 
Performance  Award  recipient  in 
November,  and  Dr.  Robert  Smith, 
instructor,  was  selected  for  the  award 
in  February. 
FLYNN  EARNS  HONOR 

Linda  Royals  Flynn,  Spanish  and 
speech  instructor,  earned  the 
Mississippi  Humanities  Council's 
Humanities  Teacher  Award  in 
October  and  presented  a  program, 
"The  Portrait  of  Peru,"  about  her 
travels  in  Peru  last  summer  to 
categorize  and  document  hundreds 
of  pictures  taken  by  the  Vargas 
brothers  in  the  early  1900s. 
WIGGINS  PLANS  NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

Judy  Wiggins,  English  instructor, 
was  involved  deeply  in  the  planning 
of  the  National  Association  of 
Developmental  Educators  annual 
conference  in  March  in  Biloxi. 
Wiggins  is  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Association  of 

Developmental  Educators. 
HAIGH  COORDINATES  HISTORY 
PROJECT 

Barbara  Haigh,  English 
instructor,  was  selected  as  the  local 
coordinator  of  the  Oral  History 
Program  for  the  Natchez/ A.dams 
County  area.  Sponsors  are  the 
Natchez  Association  for  the 
Preservation  of  Afro-American 
Culture,  Natchez  and  Pilgrimage 
garden  clubs  and  Historic  Natchez 
Foundation. 
HEALTH  FAIR  SUCCESSFUL 

A  weeklong  Health  Fair  Nov.  1 
through  5  was  a  success,  capped  off  by 
the  second  annual  Michael  Fatherree 
Memorial  Cystic  Fibrosis  Walk. 
During  the  week,  programs  ranged 
from     skin     care     to     cholesterol 


Angelia  McKey 
and  Toni  Martin 


screening.    The    campus    Wellness 
Committee  sponsored  the  programs. 
SCHOLARS  BOWL  TEAM  DOES 
WELL 

The  campus  Scholars  Bowl  team 
placed  fifth  in  statewide  competition, 
equaling  its  performance  of  a  year 
ago. 
ALL-ACADEMIC  USA  TEAM 

Two 
students, 
Angelia  McKey 
and  Toni 

Martin,  both 
nontraditional 
students,  were 
chosen  to 

represent    the 
campus  on  the 
All-Academic 
USA  Team 
PTK  EARNS  SECOND  STAR 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  Honor  Society 
earned  its  second  star  -  out  of  a 
possible  five  -  during  the  PTK  state 
convention  in  February.  Also,  PTK 
chapter  president  Toni  Martin  earned 
a  Golden  Key  for  her  leadership. 
STUDENTS  "SHADOW"  STAFF 

Eight  students  from  Natchez 
High  School  followed  staff  and 
instructors  Feb.  2  as  part  of  the 
National  Groundhog  Shadow  Day. 
Students  had  the  chance  to  see  a 
variety  of  professionals  in  their 
workplace  as  well  as  having  a  casual 
lunch  with  the  professionals. 
WALKERS  MARCH  FOR  CAUSE 

About  20  students  from  the 
Respiratory  Care  Technology 
program,  along  with  instructor  Walt 
Wilson  and  public  relations  director 
Mark  LaFrancis  participated  in  the 
American  Heart  Walk  Oct.  2  in 
downtown  Natchez. 

The  Co-Lin  walkers  raised  about 
$330     for     the     American     Heart 
Association. 
JOEY  PAUL  TRAIL  DEVELOPED 

A  partnership  of  clubs,  staff  and 
students  has  created  a  memorial 
walking  trail  honoring  the  late  Dr. 
Joey  Paul.  The  Vi  mile  trail  will  be 
constructed  sometime  in  March  with 
student  and  staff  volunteers. 
BLACK  HISTORY  PROGRAM 
SUCCESSFUL 

The  Student  Support  Services 


department  sponsored  a  successful 
Black  History  Month  Program  Feb. 
23.  Highlights  were  songs,  prayers, 
speeches  and  recitations.  Special  guest 
was  local  resident  Willie  Ferguson, 
104,  who  delighted  the  audience  of 
about  200  with  his  wit  and  wisdom. 
PASSING  ON 

Retired  security  officer  Edgar  G. 
Carey  died  on  Jan.  11,  2000. 

Several  members  lost  loved  ones 
recently.  They  are: 

Alvin  H.  Huff,  father  of  Pat  Cater, 
dean's  secretary,  and  Cissy  Wisner,  Vo- 
Tech  secretary.  He  died  Jan.  3,  2000. 

Jo  Ann  Nettles  Rayburn,  aunt  of 
Dr.  Ronald  E.  Nettles,  dean.  She  died 
Jan.  5, 2000. 

Calvin  "Ray  Ray"  Jenkins,  brother 
of  Calvin  Picket,  security  officer.  He 
died  Feb.  19,2000. 

Joyce  Rose  Wells  Brown,  sister  of 
Lolita  Toles  Kendall,  counselor  in  the 
Student  Support  Services  department. 
She  was  buried  Feb.  16, 2000. 
NEWARRIVALS 

Children  and  grandchildren  came 
in  large  numbers  recently.  They  are: 

Bennie  Edward  "B.  J."  Alexander 
Jr.,  son  of  Vanessa  Alexander, 
admissions  secretary,  and  her 
husband,  Bennie. 

Annie  Hebert  Russ, 

granddaughter  of  Bob  Russ,  director 
of  the  Small  Business  Development 
Center. 

William  Windam,  grandson  of 
Pat  Cater,  born  Jan.  12,  2000;  and 
twins  Christopher  Brian  and  Kristyn 
Suzanne  Cater. 

Katelyn  Brooke  Lee, 

granddaughter  of  Kaye  Harris, 
assistant  dean  for  vocational-technical 
instruction. 

Anthony  Adam  Russell  Brown, 
grandson  of  Becky  Nevill,  instructor 
of  Hospitality/Tourism  Management 
Technology. 

Nalissa  Rankin,  granddaughter  of 
Theresa  Rounds,  security  officer. 
STUDENTS  OF  THE  MONTH 

Students  of  the  month  were 
Angelia  McKey,  October;  Jesper 
Petersen,  November;  Toni  Martin, 
December;  Malan  Beard,  January; 
Terry  Bullen,  February;  Anna  Smith, 
March;  Mike  Campbell,  April.        j>»t 
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A  Vision  For  The 

The  Billy  B.  Thame; 


Dedication  ceremonies  for 
the  new  $2.3  million  Billy  B. 
Thames  Conference  Center  were 
held  on  February  3,  2000,  on  the 
Wesson  campus  of  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College. 
The  Thames  Center  is  named  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Billy  B.  Thames  of 
Madison,  retired  Co-Lin 
president  who 
served  29  lA 
years. 

Dr.  Howell 
C.  Garner, 
college 

president,  said, 
"We  are  excited 
about  this 
state-of-the  art 
facility  that  will  serve  our 
students  and  constituency.  An 
important  part  of  our  mission  as 
a  college  is  to  expand  our 
facilities  to  meet  the  needs  of 
area  business  and  industry." 

"We  appreciate  the  29  lA  years 
of  service  and  leadership  Dr. 
Thames  has  devoted  to  Co-Lin. 
It  is  only  fitting  that  this  facility 
bear  his  name,"  said  Dr.  James 
Stribling,  chairman  of  the  Co- 


Lin  Board  of  Trustees. 

Dr.  Garner  said,"  I  am  proud 
that  our  board 
of  trustees  has 
seen  fit  to 
name  the 
center  in 
honor  of  Dr. 
Thames.  The 


recruitment  of  new  business  and 
industry  to  counties  within  the 
Co -Lin 
district.  The 
ability  to 
train  workers 
at  the  facility 
is  an 


facility 
expresses  the 
vision  Dr. 
Thames  had 
to  ensure 
that  we  meet 

the  future  needs  of  our 

community  through  training 

programs  that  compliment  what 

we  already  do  through  the  vo- 

tech  programs." 

The  Thames  Center  will  be 

used  extensively  by  local 

organizations  for 

meetings  and  other 

activities  and  will 

attract  other 

companies  from 

across  the  state  to 

the  area,  thus 

enhancing  local 

economic 

development  efforts. 
The  Thames 

Center  will  also  be 

used  as  a  tool  in  the 


important 
factor  in 
**-l|  decisions  by 
business  and 
industry  to 
locate  in  the  Co-Lin  district. 

Funded  through  bond 
money  provided  by  the  state 
legislature,  county  funds  from 
within  the  district,  and  a  gift 
annuity,  the  Thames  Center  has 
19,000  square  feet  of  office  and 
meeting  space. 

Ten  offices  of  the  Division  of 
Community  Services  are  housed 
in  the  facility.  Offices  include 
directors  of  adult  education, 
Senior  AIDES,  Institute  for 
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Next  Millennium 

Conference  Center 


Learning  and 

Retirement, 

industrial 

services, 

personal 

development 

and 


workforce  specialist, 
workforce  development 
training  specialist,  and  basic 
skills  specialist. 

However,  the  Thames 
Center  will  be  used 
primarily  to  host  training 
conferences,  meetings, 
seminars,  and  workshops  for 


business  and 
education 
entities.  Wolf 
Hall,  the  large 
banquet  hall,  will 
accommodate 
450-500 
individuals  in  a 
banquet  setting 
and  can  be 
subdivided  into  three  large 
meeting  rooms  for 
approximately  200  individuals  in 
each  room.  The  college's  food 
service 
provider, 
Valley 
Innovative 
Services, 
operates  the 
full  service 
kitchen.  They 
offer  a  wide 
variety  of 
menu  choices 
for  banquets,  meetings,  etc. 
The  Thames 
Center  has  two 
additional  training 
rooms,  the  Natchez 
Room  and  the 
Wesson  Room.  The 
Wesson  Room  is 
equipped  with  25 
state-of-the-art 
computers  with 
technology  capable 
of  satellite 
downlinking,  two- 


way  video-conferencing,  video 
projection,  video  production, 
and  cable  ready  access. 

Dr.  Garner  explained,  "The 
building  will  have  a  great  deal  of 
flexibility  to  re-configure 
conference  rooms  to  meet  the 
needs  of  particular 
organizations."  Enhanced 
technology  was  made  possible 
through  a  gift  annuity  given  to 
the  college  by  Fred  and  Jewett 
Taylor,  alumnus  of  Co-Lin. 

Four  hotel  rooms  with 
limited  overnight  lodging  suites 
and  smaller  training  rooms  are 
available  for  special  guests  of  the 
college  or  workshop  facilitators 
and  participants. 

The  Thames  Center  is 
located  east  of  the  women's 
softball  field,  overlooking  the 
16th  green  and  the  17th  tee  box 
of  the  championship  Wolf 
Hollow  Golf  Course. 

In  addition  to  the  Thames 
Center,  construction  on  a  new 
access  road 
from  J.  C. 
Redd  Drive 
has  been 
completed 
along  with 
preparations 
for  a  seven- 
acre  lake  that 
will  be  located 
near  the 
facility. 
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In  Business  News... 


by  Dr.  Howell 
Garner 


There  are 
several  statewide 
issues  on  the 
forefront  that  need 
to  be  addressed  by 
the  college 
administration  to 
keep  our  readers 
informed.  First,  I 
will  address  the 
effort  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  (IHL) 
to  expand  the  offerings  at  the  USM 
Gulf  Coast  branch  campus  located  at 
Long  Beach,  MS.  The  stated  intent  of 
IHL  is  to  offer  freshman  and 
sophomore  courses  in  a  limited 
number  at  first,  and  then  gradually 
increase  the  number  of  freshmen  and 
sophomores  enrolled  over  a  period  of 
several  years. 

The  Community  College  family 
has  several  concerns  with  this 
expansion.  The  expansion  is  in  clear 
violation  of  Section  37-102-3  of  the 
Mississippi  Code,  which  reads: 

Shall  not  permit  its  universities  to 
offer  courses  for  college  credit  at  the 
lower  undergraduate  level  at  any  off- 
campus  site  unless  approved  by  the 
State  Board  for  Community  and 
Junior  Colleges  (SBCJC). 

The  Mississippi  attorney 
General's  office  has  apparently 
overlooked  this  law  in  the  issuing  of 
an  opinion  in  November  of  1998  in 
which  IHL  was  given  the  green  light 
to  begin  this  expansion.  There  was  at 
one  time  a  question  of  the  admissions 
criteria  complying  with  the  Ayers 
ruling,  but  that  issue  has  been 
resolved  in  federal  district  court. 
The  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  is 
currently  being  served  quite 
adequately  for  freshman  and 
sophomore  level  work  through  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community 
College  District.  Why  do  we  need  to 
duplicate  that  work  by  allowing  USM 
to  offer  this  same  work  through  the 
branch  campus  at  Long  Beach?  No 


doubt  this  duplication  will  cost 
taxpayers  more  than  to  offer  all  four 
years  of  work  through  the  University 
Center  concept. 

Another  concern  that  the 
Community  College  family  has  with 
the  expansion  is  that  if  a  university  in 
this  area  of  the  state  is  allowed  to 
offer  lower  level  work,  in  violation  of 
the  law  and  at  an  additional  cost  to 
taxpayers,  what's  to  keep  other 
universities  from  doing  the  same  at 
other  locations  where  there  are 
branch  campuses?  I  might  add  that  at 
those  locations,  including  Natchez, 
the  universities  and  community 
colleges  are  working  quite  well 
together  with  the  University  Center 
concept,  with  two  plus  two  programs 
in  place.  The  University  Center  is  a 
proven  concept,  which  allows 
universities  and  community  colleges 
to  work  side  by  side  to  deliver  quality 
programming  to  all  levels  for  the 
surrounding  areas. 

The  fact  is  that  there  is 
tremendous  political  pressure  being 
applied  by  a  group  of  people  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  to  members  of 
the  IHL  Board,  to  members  of  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  and  to  the 
USM  administration  to  establish  a 
ninth  university  on  the  coast. 

The  Community  College  family 
has  challenged  the  ruling  of  the 
Mississippi  Attorney  General  in 
allowing  the  expansion.  Judge 
William  Singletary,  a  Hinds  County 
Chancery  Judge,  heard  arguements 
on  the  motion  by  IHL  to  dismiss  the 
action  on  April  25th.  The  action  was 
not  dismissed. 

The  second  statewide  issue  that 
needs  to  be  addressed  by  the  college 
administration  deals  with  the 
proposed  cuts  in  funding  for 
community  colleges  for  FY  2001.  This 
is  a  very  complex  and  complicated 
issue,  but  I  will  attempt  to  address  it 
as  straight  forward  and  as  simply  as 
possible.  The  Legislative  Budget 


Committee,  made  up  of  the 
leadership  of  the  two  houses  of  the 
legislature,  is  empowered  under  state 
law  to  make  recommendations  to  the 
legislature  for  funding  state  agencies. 
Those  recommendations  go  to  the 
full  legislature  each  year,  from  the 
Legislative  Budget  Office  (LBO)  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session  and  cannot 
be  over  the  projected  income  for  that 
period  of  time.  The  LBO 
recommendations  for  the  community 
colleges  for  FY  2001  was  a  net 
decrease  of  about  $17.8  million, 
which  represents  about  a  9.5% 
reduction  in  funding  from  FY  2000. 
There  are  specific  decreases 
mentioned  in  the  recommendations 
for  the  workforce  development  area. 
This  is  an  area  where  community 
colleges  have  had  a  tremendous 
impact  on  the  economy  of  the  state, 
through  training  of  industry 
personnel  for  jobs  made  available  by 
new  industry  locating  in  the  state,  as 
well  as  training  people  in  existing 
companies  to  move  to  a  new  area  of 
responsibility  or  to  enhance  their 
ability  to  perform  where  they  work. 

Needless  to  say,  a  decrease  in  state 
funding  by  9.5%  would  be 
devastating  to  community  colleges  in 
our  state.  Programs  and  services,  and 
consequently  positions,  would  have  to 
be  eliminated.  This  is  simply 
unacceptable  in  a  time  of  economic 
growth,  largely  based  on  workforce 
development  through  community 
colleges.  We  have  made  progress  in 
faculty  salaries  during  the  past  several 
years,  especially  this  past  year.  That 
progress  must  continue!  Our 
enrollment  has  grown  at  both  Wesson 
and  Natchez  and  we  have  additional 
responsibilities  throughout  the 
college  district.  Technology  needs  are 
steadily  growing  and  will  require  new 
money  to  keep  pace.  And  the  list  goes 
on.  We  need  additional  funding,  not 
less! 

The  final  legislative  appropriation 
was  $6.3M  short  of  the  current 
funding  level.  Co-Lin's  share  of  that 
cut  was  approximately  $400,000.  The 
Co-Lin  administration  presented  a 
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plan  to  deal  with  the  cuts,  along  with  a 
balanced  budget  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  at  the  May  4th  meeting. 
The  third  major  issue  is  not  a 
statewide  issue,  but  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  Natchez  campus. 
Progress  is  being  made  to  build  a  joint 
Fine  Arts  Center  at  the  Natchez 
campus  for  Co-Lin  and  Alcorn.  Dr. 
Clinton  Bristow  and  I  have  met  along 
with  other  Co-Lin  and  Alcorn 
officials,  during  the  past  several 
months  to  discuss  policy  issues  as  well 
as  to  develop  a  plan  to  have  needed 
legislation  drafted  for  this  joint 
project.  It  is  necessary  to  get  statutory 
law  changed  to  allow  a  joint  project  of 
this  type.  Legislation  has  been 
introduced  by  Senator  Bob  Dearing  in 
the  Senate  to  allow  this  to  happen. 


Dr.  Ronnie  Nettles  and  Mr.  Brad 
Johnson,  Choral  Director  at  the 
Wesson  campus,  are  serving  on  a 
committee  with  Alcorn  officials  to  put 
together  a  design  for  the  new  facility. 
It  will  serve  as  a  classroom  building  as 
well  as  a  center  for  performing  arts 
and  various  types  of  concerns.  The 
cost  estimate  is  $6  million. 

The  architectural  firm  of  Dale  and 
Associates  has  been  selected  by  the 
Bureau  of  Building,  Grounds  and  Real 
Property  to  oversee  the  project.  Bond 
money  for  the  project,  once  approved 
by  the  legislature,  will  be  held  by  the 
Bureau  and  will  be  spent  as  project 
costs  are  incurred.  No  bond  money 
was  approved  this  year,  but  we  are 
optimistic  there  will  be  money  next 
year  for  this  project.  Some  previous 


(FY2000)  bond  money  will  be  applied 
to  purchase  the  property.  The  city  and 
county  are  moving  ahead  with  plans 
to  obtain  the  property.  Once  it  is 
obtained  it  will  be  sold  to  Co-Lin. 

The  Fine  Arts  project  is  on  track 
to  be  completed  sometime  in  the  year 
2004,  baring  unforeseen 
circumstances.  We  are  certainly  excited 
about  this  new  facility  and  about  the 
prospect  of  adding  more  fine  arts 
courses,  performances  and 
productions  to  our  current  offerings 
at  the  Natchez  camus  of  Copiah- 
Lincoln.  We  look  forward  to  a  full 
partnership  with  Alcorn  State 
University  in  providing  a  full  two  plus 
two  program  in  the  Natchez-Adams 
area. 


COLETTE  REUNION  -  Attending  the  Colette  reunion  at  Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College  during  homecoming  activities  were  front 
row  from  left;  Brenda  May  Davis  of  Monticello;  Darlene  Hennington  Lewis  of  Brandon;  Robin  Lusk  Furr  of  Wesson;  Selina  Redd  Lucas  of 
Bogue  Chitto;  Dana  Robinson  Rials  of  Wesson;  Lisa  Ward  Purdie  of  Ridgeland;  Diane  Alford  Mitchell  of  Crystal  Springs,  Haley  Long  of 
Wesson;  Neisha  Wallace  of  Bogue  Chitto;  Candice  Magee  of  Mendenhall;  Megan  Kyzer  of  Wesson;  Susann  Lofton  Altman  of  Brookhaven; 
Amy  Smith  Burt  of  Hattiesburg;  Mandy  Walker  of  Wesson;  Roxanne  Stegall,  of  Brookhaven;  Shari  Stegall  Nevels  of  Wesson;  Faye  Murray 
Hill  of  Brookhaven;  and  Liz  Willingham  Ratcliff  of  Brookhaven. 

Second  row,  from  left  ,  Julie  Stegall  Campbell  of  Meadville;  Carol  Shive  Ogden  of  Miami,  FL;  Elise  Berry  Munn  of  Wesson;  Patti  Jean  Page 
Wade  of  Magee;  Rachel  Thames  Peeples  of  Ridgeland;  Shirley  Gunnell  Allen  of  Bogue  Chitto;  Vicki  Massey  Daniels  of  Monticello;  Gwen 
Johnston  of  Jackson;  Mary  Pettigrew  Clopton  of  Wesson;  Anne  Numson  Daigle  of  Napoleonville,  LA;  Wanda  Pettigrew  Smith  of  Magee; 
Marie  May  Lofton  of  Natchez;  Pam  Maddox  Roberts  of  Crystal  Springs;  and  Relda  Ann  Burris  Cagle,  of  Carson. 

Third  row,  from  left  Jonna  Robinson  of  Baton  Rouge;  Betty  Ates  Frizzell  of  Crystal  Springs,  Sharon  Hartgraves  Speights  of  Wesson;  Denise 
Letchworth  Gordin  of  Pelahatchie;  Sissy  Lea  Gomillion  of  Brandon;  Sandra  Cotton  Upton  of  Brookahven;  Linda  Fortenberry  Dykes  of 
Wesson;  Sharron  Hailey  Baird  of  Greenville;  Melnee  Clopton  Frazier  of  Wesson;  Delois  Smith  McClelland  and  Patricia  Smith  Henning, 
both  of  Brookhaven;  Sammye  Rose  Levy  of  New  Orleans;  Zoula  Mae  Huffman  of  Hattiesburg;  Dena  Strong  Owens  of  Braxton;  Kayron 
Little  Semple  of  Brandon;  and  Margaret  Ewing  Thomas  of  Columbus. 

Fourth  row,  from  left  June  Bryant  Fitzpatrick  of  Covington,  LA;  Miriam  Middleton  Moyer  of  Brookhaven;  Mary  Ann  Smith  Jasper  of 
Wesson;  Jackie  Stegall  Avery  of  Jackson;  Marilyn  Brown  Slay  of  Natchez;  Leanne  Adams  Wing  of  Brookhaven;  Melanie  Hammil  of  Summit; 
Aimee  Smith  Richardson  and  Michelle  Turk,  both  of  Magee;  Becky  Newsome  Yarbrough  of  New  Hebron;  Ann  Cline  Griffith  of  Prentiss; 
Robbie  Munson  Thibodeaux  of  Metarie,  LA;  Judy  Sims  Pettey  of  Meridian;  Loretta  Beasley  Buckley  of  Brandon;  Johnnie  Ruth  Carpenter 
Carlisle  and  Louise  Pickett  Hutson,  both  of  Wesson;  Beverly  Britt  of  Brookhaven;  Gail  Whittom  Mitchell  of  Carriere;  and  Kay  McCaleb 
Bilbro  of  Port  Gibson.  Not  pictured  are  Doris  Trimble  Maxwell  of  Georgetown;  Sandra  Grayson  Kennedy  of  Mendenhall;  and  Kim  Prince 
Mangum  of  Decatur. 
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Board  of  Trustees  News 


The  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College  Board  of 
Trustees  welcomes  two  new  board 
members  from  Lincoln  County, 
Perry  Miller  and  Thomas  Sasser. 

Dr.  Howell  Garner,  Co-Lin 
president  said,  "Both  of  these  new 
Board  members  come  with  a  very 
broad  educational  background  of 
experiences.  We  look  forward  to 
their  participation  as  members  of 
our  Board  of  Trustees." 

Miller  joins  the  board  as  the 
newly  elected  Lincoln  County 
Superintendent  of  Education.  Miller 
is  a  graduate  of  Southeast 
Lauderdale  High  School  and 
Livingston  State  University.  He 
received  his  master's  degree  and 
educational  administration  degree 
from  Mississippi  State  University. 

Miller  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Secondary 
Principals,  an  instructor  for  Staff 
Development  on  Learning  Styles,  a 


trained  assessor  for  the 
National  Association  of 
Secondary  School 
Principals'  Assessment 
Center  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  a  certified 
teacher  evaluator. 

He  was  selected 
Midsouth  Conference 
Coach  of  the  Year  in  1972 
and  1975  and  Outstanding 
Leader  in  American 
Education  in  1975. 

Sasser  previously  served  on  Co- 
Lin's  Board  of  Trustees  for  10  years 
(1985-1995).  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Bogue  Chitto  High  School  and 
attended  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College.  He  received  his 
BS  degree  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  his  master's 
degree  from  Mississippi  College  and 
has  taken  additional  study  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 

Sasser  has  spent  almost  30  years 


Pictured  above  from  left  are  Dr.  Howell  Garner, 
College  President;  Perry  Miller,  Lincoln  County 
Superintendent  of  Education;  Tommy  Sasser, 
Lincoln  County;  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Stribling,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

in  education  as  a  teacher,  coach, 
counselor  and  administrator.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  School 
Administrators  and  the  Red  Red 
Rose.  He  serves  as  state  treasurer  for 
the  Mississippi  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  has 
been  selected  as  Star  Teacher  three 
years. 

Sasser  serves  as  a  deacon, 
treasurer  and  Sunday  school  teacher 
at  Calvary  Baptist  Church. 


50th  Anniversary  Celebration  of 
854th  Medical  Collecting  Company 

October  13-14,  2000 
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Tracking  the  Classes  *£  i&-  $g  1&-  •** 


The  80's 

David  Pyron,  class  of  1986,  now  lives  in  Seminary, 
Mississippi.  He  is  the  Department  Manager  at 
Lowe's  in  Hattiesburg  and  is  engaged  to  be  married. 

Sherry  Ashley  Craft,  class  of  1987,  is  now  employed 
with  North  Mississippi  Medical  Services  at  Webster 
Health  Services.  She  married  Alex  Craft  of  Picayune 
in  1996.  Alex  is  the  Minister  of  Music  and  Associate 
Pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church  in  Eupora. 

The  9ffs 

Felisha  Adams  Bracey,  class  of  1990,  received  her 
degree  in  Computer  Technology  and  is  employed 
with  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Economic  and 
Community  Development  in  Jackson  as  a  Public 
Relations  Coordinator  and  Special  Assistant  to  the 
Deputy  Director.  She  is  married  to  Kevin  Bracey, 
and  they  reside  in  Brookhaven  with  their  19-month- 
old  daughter,  Lauryn  Nicole. 

Destry  Jinks,  class  of  1998,  is  currently  attending 
Full  Sail,  an  audio-visual  technical  college  in  Winter 
Park,  Florida.  He  is  pursuing  degrees  in  Show 
Production  and  Touring  and  in  Recording  Arts. 

Pam  Tullis,  class  of  1996,  is  the 
Campaign/Communications  Coordinator  for 
United  Way  of  Southeast  Mississippi,  located  in 
Hattiesburg.  She  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  a 
Master  of  Science  in  Public  Relations  from  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi, 
Pine  Belt  Chapter,  for  which  she  serves  as  both  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  as  Director 
of  Publicity.  Tullis  is  also  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Public  Relations  Federation. 

Sandi  Duncan  Tanksley,  class  of  1992,  received  a  BS 
degree  in  Finance  from  Delta  State  University.  She 
returned  home  to  Monticello  to  work  for  a  local 
finance  company  for  three  years,  but  for  the  past  two 
years  has  been  involved  with  her  family's  business, 
Duncan  Operations,  Inc.  She  has  been  married  to 
Shane  Tanksley  for  VA  years  and  they  have  two 
wonderful  children. 


Births 

Congratulations  to   Larry  and   Rhonda  Rayborn 

Boggs  (1987)  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter.  Leah 
Nicole  Boggs  was  born  on  February  29,  2000.  She 
weighed  4  lbs.  1  oz.  and  was  17"  long. 

Michael  and  Suzanne  Reynolds  Moore  (1992)  are 
the  proud  parents  of  a  new  son,  Brady  Tower  Moore. 
He  was  born  on  December  31,  1999,  and  weighed  7 
lbs.  6  oz.  and  was  20"  long. 

Pat  Lowery  ( 1987)  and  wife,  Celeste,  are  the  proud 
parents  of  a  new  son,  Jack  Bennett  Lowery.  He  was 
born  on  January  8,  2000. 

Congratulations  to  Rickey  Thomas  "Tommy" 
Clopton,  Jr.  (1994)  and  his  wife,  April,  on  the  birth 
of  their  new  son.  Rickey  Thomas  "Trace"  Clopton, 
III,  was  born  on  February  15,  2000  and  weighed  9 
lbs.  2  oz. 


Deaths 

Tara  Raynolds  (Class  of  1997) 

Mrs.  Nellie  Laird  Case  (Class  of  1936) 

Mr.  Forrest  Case,  Jr.  (Former  Instructor  and  Dean  of 
Students) 

Mr.  Fred  Thompson  (Former  Book  Store  Manager) 

Mr.  Bob  Ricketts  (Former  Instructor  and  Coach) 


If  you  have  any  updates,  please  let  us  know  by  using 
the  form  in  this  magazine,  calling  601-643-8332,  or 
emailing  us  at  allen.kent@colin.cc.ms.us.  Photos 
are  welcome. 
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Homecoming 

1999 
Highlights! 


Alumnus  of 
the  Year 

Dr.  Dianne  Smith 
Watson  of  Brookhaven 
and  Burlian  O.  Walker 

of  Hattiesburg  were 

recognized  as  Alumnus 

of  the  Year. 
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Inducted  into  the  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  were  Leslie  Paul  Henning,  of 
Brookhaven;  Claude  Edward  Porter  of  Natchez;  Rudolph  Alexander  Sandel 
of  Natchez;  and  Iris  Poole  Eddy  of  Melbourne,  FL. 


The  1939  reunion  attendees  were  from  left,  Alene 
Peacock  Allbritton,  Elizabeth  Gouldman  Hunter,  and 
Irline  Coen  Hans,  all  of  lackson;  and  Sam  E.  "Buddy" 
Beall  of  Wesson. 


Right: 

Honored  with  the 

most  family 

members  in 

attendance  was  the 

Claude  Porter  family. 

Mr.  Porter  of 

Natchez,  was 

inducted  into  the 

Athletic  Hall  of 

Fame. 


Richard  Baker  of  Brookhaven  was  selected 
president  of  the  Copiah-Lincoln  Alumni 
Association.  Other  officers  include  Stacey 
Reid  Duke  of  Brandon,  vice  president.  Not 
pictured  is  Steve  McBride  of  Brookhaven, 
secretary/treasurer. 


Representing  the 

family  of 

inductees  into 

the  Foundation 

Hall  of  Fame 

were  the  children 

of  the  late  Mr. 

and  Mrs. 

William  Elbert 

Allen  of  Wesson 

(from  left)  Nora 

Lynn  Allen  Berch  of  Hazlehurst,  lanie  Sue  Allen  Dolan  of 

Phoenix,  AZ;  and  Clayton  Allen  of  Sumrall. 


Above:  Traveling  farthest 

was  Ella  Rose  Love 

Myers  of  Long  Beach, 

CA.  She  traveled  over 

1,618  miles. 
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Attending  the  1949  class  reunion  were  front  row  from  left,  Evelyn  Wilkinson  Williams  of  Natchez,  Ella  Rose  Love  Myers  of 
Long  Beach,  CA,  Charlie  Williamson  of  Mendenhall,  Clayton  Crout  Nagle  of  Yazoo  City  and  Cherite  Hardy  Farmer 
Fleming  of  Crystal  Springs.  Back  row,  from  left,  James  Causey  of  Liberty,  Bill  Kelly  of  Jackson,  James  May  of  Magee,  Joe 
Middleton  of  Hazlehurst  and  Wiley  Ainsworth  of  Magee. 


Members  of  the  Class  of  1959  attending  were  from  left,  Kermit  Buckley  of  New  Hebron,  Charlie  Nelson  of  Houston,  TX, 
Les  and  Patricia  Henning  of  Brookhaven,  Ernestine  Allen  of  Sumrall,  and  Percy  Rutledge  of  Bogue  Chitto. 


Among  those  attending  the  1969  class  reunion  were  from  left, 
Laura  Coghlan  Williams  of  Wesson,  Sammy  Ainsworth  of 
Florence,  and  Rhonda  Wilson  Ishee  of  Wesson. 


Members  of  the  GOLD  (Graduates  of  the  Last 
Decade)  Club  were  from  left  Ben  Adams  of 
Prairieville,  LA;  Sicily  Sones  of  Brookhaven,  Stacey 
Reid  Duke  of  Brandon;  and  Patti  Perrot  of 
Hazlehurst.  Not  pictured  were  James  Young  of 
Washington,  Clint  Ashley  of  Seminary,  and  Melanie 
Hammill  of  Tuscaloosa,  AL. 
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Attending  the  1979  class  reunion  were  first  row  from  left,  Rhonda  Shumaker  lames  and  Ramona  Higdon  Smith,  both  of 
Wesson;  Martha  Gill  Hill  of  Clinton;  Doris  Finley  Hamilton  of  Duncan,  OK;  Susan  Givens  Jones  of  Brookhaven;  Elizabeth 
Koskie  of  Ridgeland.  Second  row,  from  left  Jeff  Boyles  of  Ridgeland;  Bobby  and  Dixie  Hutson  Thornton  of  Florence;  and 
Barbara  Lowery  of  Monticello.  Third  row  from  left,  Tony  Mullins  of  Sarepta,  LA;  Mark  Hamilton  of  Wesson;  Tim  Parrett  of 
Sandersville,  GA;  Llewellyn  "Butch"  Watkins  of  Magnolia;  Woodie  Berry  of  Wesson;  and  Robert  Hamilton  of  Duncan,  OK. 


Attending  the  1989  class  reunion  were  from  left, 
Barbara  Foster  of  Sontag,  Andrew  V.  McGee  of 
Cameron,  TX,  and  Cindy  C.  Bailey  of  Brandon. 


Honored  as  Outstanding  Instructor      Honored  as  Outstanding  Staff 
of  the  Year  in  Academics  during  Member  of  the  Year  during 

homecoming  was  Alicia  Reynolds  of   homecoming  was  Shirley  Knapp  of 
Monticello  (right).  Dr.  Paul  Brookhaven  (right). 

Johnson,  dean  of  the  college  made 
the  presentation.  Each  honoree  was 
presented  a  plaque  and  a  $250  grant. 


Oldest  Alumni  present,  all  89  years  old,  from  left,  are  Fred  Thompson  of 
Brookhaven;  Alice  Stringer  Templet  of  New  Orleans;  Frank  Pitts  of  Dallas,  Texas; 
and  Doris  Ball  Green  of  Hazlehurst. 


Honored  as  Outstanding 
Instructor  of  the  Year  in 
Vocational-Technology  during 
homecoming  was  Buddy  Blailock 
of  Wesson  (right). 
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Women's  Homecoming 
Golf  Tournament 


Tammy  Wroten  of 
Summit  and  Sharon  Alexander 
of  Wesson  walked  away  with  top 
honors  in  the  championship 
flight  with  a  score  of  67  in  the 
annual  ladies'  homecoming  golf 
tournament  at  Wolf  Hollow  on 
Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College's  Wesson  campus. 

Seventy  golfers 
participated  in  the  October  12 
event  and  came  from  all  over 
the  state  as  well  as  Louisiana. 

Winning  other  honors  in 
the  championship  flight  was 
Jean  Rule  and  Mary  Winky,  68, 
second;  Sharon  Cassidy  and 
Sherry  Dantin,  both  of 
Bogalusa,  LA,  71,third. 

In  the  first  flight,  Anne 
Breot  and  Lisa  Covington 
captured  first  with  a  score  of  75. 
Inez  Carnegie  and  Wanda  Scott, 
with  a  78,  won  second  place 
honors  and  Jeannie  Gill  and 
Jean  Thomas,  also  with  a  78, 


captured  third  place  honors. 

Second  flight  winners  were 
Mindy  Dotson  and  Clydell 
Morgan,  81,  first  place;  Kim 
Prestridge  and  Marie  Sims,  82, 
second  place;  and  June  Dale  and 
Shirley  Haydel,  83,  third  place. 

In  the  third  flight,  Emma 
Lansing  and  Edna  Webb 
captured  first  with  a  score  of  83, 
with  Martha  Mastoson  and 
Bettie  Davenport,  also  with  an 
83,  for  second  place.  Ann 
Wilkinson  and  Joyce  Lee  shot 
an  87  to  garner  third  place 
honors. 

Other  awards  given  were 
Sonya  Cothern  for  closest  to  the 
line  on  no.  10,  Tammy  Wroten 
for  longest  drive  on  no.  2,  Linda 
Alford  for  longest  putt  on  no.  18. 

Also,  winners  in  the  closest 
to  the  pin  contests  were  Agnes 
Williams,  Judy  Troupe,  Freddie 
Nelson  and  Beth  Tucker. 


First  Flight  winners  were  (from  left)  the  teams  of  Scott  Ashley  and  Eddie 
Ashley  and  Chris  Lofton  and  Ricky  Mclnnis  tied  for  1st;  the  teams  of 
Shelton  Rogers  and  Albert  Hennington,  and  Wayne  Mclnnis  tied  for  3rd 
place.  Not  pictured  is  Tony  Mclnnis. 

Second  Flight  winners 
were  (from  left)  Bob 
Boone  and  Gary 
Broome,  1st  place; 
Bradley  Smith,  Richard 
Furr,  and  Pete  Dixon 
tied  for  2nd  place.  Not 
pictured  is  Les  Henning. 


Third  Flight  winners  were 

(from  left),  Kurt  Abbey, 

and  Allen  Kent,  1st  place; 

Charlie  Coleman  and 

Thomas,  2nd  place; 

Danny  Dykes  and  Justin 

Bass,  3rd  place.  Not 

pictured  were  3rd  place 

Sid  Kincade  and  Steve 

Bargery,  Billy  Stewart  and 

Bobby  Allen. 


Capturing  2nd  place  were 
(from  left)  Inez  Carnegie 
of  Harriston  and  Wanda 
Scott  of  Hazlehurst.  1st 
place  winners  were  (third 
from  left)  Anne  Breot  and 
Lisa  Covington,  both  of 
McComb. 


Winners  in  the  second  flight  were 
(from  left)  Shirley  Haydel  and  June 
Dale,  both  of  McComb,  3rd  place;  and 
Marie  Sims  of  Kentwood,  LA  and  Kim 
Prestridge  of  McComb,  2nd  place. 


Tammy  Wroten  of 
Summit  (left)  and  Sharon 
Alexander  of  Wesson  won 
top  honors  in  the 
Championship  flight. 


Winners  in  the  second 
flight  were  (from  left) 
Clydell  Morgan  and 
Mindy  Dotson,  both  of 
Clinton. 


Winners  in  the  third  flight  were  (from 
left)  Ann  Wilkinson  and  Joyce  Lee, 
both  of  Vicksburg,  3rd  place;  Emma 
Lansing  of  Magnolia  and  Edna  Webb 
of  McComb,  1st  place. 


Men's  Homecoming  Golf 

Tournament 


The  teams  of  Scott  Ashely 
and  Eddie  Ashley  and  Ricky 
Mclnnis  and  Chris  Lofton  tied 
for  top  honors  in  the  first  flight 
with  a  score  of  63  in  the  annual 
men's  homecoming  golf 
tournament  at  Wolf  Hollow  on 
Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College's  Wesson  campus. 

Fifty  golfers  participated  in 
the  two-man  scramble  that  was 
held  on  October  16. 

Winning  other  honors  in 
the  first  flight  were  the  teams  of 
Tony  Mclnnis  and  Wayne 
Mclnnis,  and  Albert  Hennington 
and  Shelton  Rogers,  tying  for 
third  place  at  66. 

Second  flight  winners  were 
Gary  Broome  and  Bob  Broome, 
63,  first  place;  the  teams  of 
Richard  Furr  and  Bradley  Smith 


and  Pete  Dixon  and  Les 
Henning  tying  for  second  place 
with  68 

In  the  third  flight,  Allen 
Kent  and  Kurt  Abbey  captured 
first  with  a  score  of  70,  with 
Thomas  Nelson  and  Charlie 
Coleman  taking  second  place 
with  a  7 1 .  There  was  a  three-way 
tie  for  third  between  Sid  Kincade 
and  Steve  Bargery,  Billy  Stewart 
and  Bobby  Allen  and  Justin  Bass 
and  Danny  Dykes,  all  at  74. 

Other  awards  given  were 
longest  putt,  Tony  Mclnnis; 
longest  drive,  Ricky  Mclnnis; 
closest  to  pin  on  no.  4,  Charlie 
Coleman;  closest  to  pin  on  no.  8, 
Chris  Lofton,  closest  to  pin  on 
no.  11,  Bob  Boone;  and  closest 
to  pin  on  no.  14,  Walt  Schimmel. 
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Religion  at  Co-Lin  Seventy 
Years  Ago 


by  Rev.  Graham 
Hodges 


To  describe 
from  memory  the 
religious  life  of 
students  at  a  school 
seventy  years  ago 
may  be  difficult  but 
I  think  it  worth 
recording.  Before 
my  softwear  gets 
soft. 


First,  numerically  the  student 
body  reflected  pretty  much  the 
religious  affiliation  and  beliefs  from 
which  the  students  came,  mainly 
from  Southwest  Mississippi  and 
principally  from  Lincoln  and  Copiah 
counties  at  that  time.  The  very  term 
"Co-Lin"  reflects  the  two  original 
supporting  counties. 

We  were  mostly  Baptists, 
Methodists,  then  way  down  the  scale 
in  numbers,  Presbyterian.  No  Jews  or 
Episcopalians  as  far  as  I  can  recall. 
Just  one  Roman  Catholic,  a  football 
Player  Coach  Hook  Stone  brought 
down  from  New  York  Cty.  Assuming 
he  was  Catholic  there  was  no  Catholic 
church  in  Wesson.  No  Unitarians, 
Lutherans  or  Orthodox. 

In  personal  belief,  theologically, 
we  were  pretty  much  Protestant 
Christian,  many  of  us,  possibly  most, 
having  had  a  conversion  experience  at 
some  revival  meeting,  most  likely 
Baptist  and  Methodist.  If  there  were 
any  agnostics  or  atheists  they  kept 
their  views  unto  themselves.  I  doubt 
that  many  of  us  questioned  seriously 
the  dominant  beliefs  of  our  faith.  The 
Baptists  immersed  for  baptism  while 
the  Methodist  and  Presbyterians 
sprinkled.  As  with  young  people  now, 
our  worries  were:  How  do  I  look?  Will 
I  make  the  team?  Does  he  or  she  like 
me?  How  am  I  doing  in  grades,  etc. 

I  would  judge  that  many,  perhaps 
most,  had  a  fair  knowledge  of  Bible 
stories  and  could  recite  from  memory 
many  Bible  verses.  Certainly  many 


hymns,  so  easy  to  imprint  on  a  child's 
mind,  could  be  called  from  memory 
by  many  of  us.  Even  today  I  know  the 
words  and  tunes  of  over  160  hymns 
learned  in  the  little  Wesson  Methodist 
Church.  They  bring  me  much  joy  and 
reassurance,  though  the  sermons  I 
heard  are  a  complete  fog  in  my  mind. 
Not  something  comforting  to  me,  a 
retired  preacher  who  delivered 
thousands  of  talks  and  sermons  in  my 
24  year  pastorate  in  Watertown,  New 
York.  But  at  least  I  hope  the  children 
there  recall  the  tunes  and  words  of 
hymns  I  selected.  That  is  enough. 

So,  the  religious  doctrine  and 
practices  of  Southwest  Mississippi 
were  a  given  at  Co-Lin.  I  doubt  that  it 
has  changed  much  even  though  there 
has  been  a  rapid  growth  of  other 
religious  groups  there  since. 

Back  then  students  living  in  the 
dormitories,  and  that  was  most 
students,  could  go  home  only  one 
weekend  a  month,  though  many  must 
have  been  badly  needed  on  the  farm. 
Cars  on  campus  were  outlawed. 
Nowhere  to  go  and  no  way  to  get 
there.  So,  on  Sunday  the  local 
churches,  Baptist,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian,  saw  a  big  influx  of  Co- 
Lin  students.  They  not  only  filled  the 
pews  but  added  greatly  to  the  singing. 
Many  would  have  been  in  church 
anyway  had  they  been  at  home. 

Mrs.  Maggie  Ewing,  President 
Jimmy  Ewing's  wife  and  Co-Lin  voice 
teacher,  was  Methodist  and  directed 
our  choir.  Piano.  No  organ  in 
Wesson.  She  would  point  her  finger  at 
various  students,  a  lot  of  them  her 
weekday  pupils,  and  summon  them 
to  sing  in  the  choir.  Every  Sunday 
during  the  school  year.  Solos,  duets, 
and  quartets  from  this  enlistment 
method.  She  was  dynamic,  hard  to 
refuse. 

Often  girls  or  boys  quartets  sang 
at  funerals.  I  recall  when  18  year  old 


football  star,  Bill  Thompson,  Wesson, 
son  of  dentist  Fred  Thompson, 
Methodist,  died  painfully  from  a 
ruptured  appendix  (long  before 
antibiotics)  the  Co -Lin  boys  quartet 
brought  tears  to  every  eye  in  the 
packed  church  with  "O  that  beautiful 
land  on  a  faraway  strand. .  .the  streets 
I  am  told  are  paved  with  pure  gold 
and  the  sun  never  goes  down."  I  was 
there. 

Dormitory  girls  were  bussed  to 
the  three  churches  in  the  Co-Lin  bus, 
now  an  antique  vehicle,  driven  by  a 
steady  handed,  clear  eyed  football 
player.  Boys  walked,  and  quite  a  few 
came.  I  recall  how  this  skinny  bashful 
kid  was  overwhelmed  by  the  nearness 
of  so  many  attractive  older  girls. 

Back  then  in  rural  Mississippi 
school  teachers  were  supposed  to 
teach  Sunday  School  and  sing  in  a 
local  choir.  Just  assumed.  The  same 
practice  carried  over  to  Co-Lin. 
Jimmy  Ewing  taught  a  Methodist 
men's  Bible  class  for  years.  Virginia 
Pepper,  psychology,  did  the  teaching. 
Virginia  Felder,  math  taught  in  the 
Methodist  church  and  I  think 
"Deacon"  Horton,  political  science, 
track  and  girls  basketball  coach, 
taught  in  the  Baptist  church.  The  late 
beloved  Rex  Pearce,  social  studies  and 
general  director  of  men's  athletics, 
was  a  Baptist  teacher  and  his  wife 
also.  Men's  Bible  and  women's  Bible 
respectively.  In  such  fashion  the 
Wesson  churches  got  superior 
teaching  through  the  years.  I  recall 
that  Coach  Hook  Stone  taught  a  boys' 
Methodist  class  for  a  short  time. 

In  August  the  football  players 
who  worked  at  Co-Lin  summers 
would  attend  the  local  revival 
meetings  in  the  evening.  Was  it  thirst 
for  more  faith  or  social?  We  will  not 
judge,  but  they  came. 

Was  grace  said  at  meals  in  the 
Co-Lin  dining  room?  I  don't  know 
but  my  sister  Lucille  Hodges  Bennett, 
Austin,  Texas,  tells  me  that  it  was  at 
Hattiesburg  Teachers  College,  now 
USM. 
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I  recall  seeing  Co-Lin  football 
teams  huddle  in  prayer  just  before 
games.  Did  opposing  teams  do  the 
same?  If  so,  which  did  the  Lord  lean 
to?  To  give  the  players  justice  perhaps 
both  teams  prayed  that  all  would  do 
their  best  and  may  the  best  team  win. 

At  our  frequent  assemblies  in  the 
Co-Lin  Auditorium,  assigned  seats  for 
the  year,  girls  on  west  side,  boys  on 
east,  we  had  no  hymn  books  and  sang 
no  hymns,  but  Mr.  Jimmy  Ewing 
frequently  read  from  the  Bible  and 
gave  "chapel  talks."  Good  ones.  The 
same  in  most  rural  and  small  town 
school  assemblies  with  local  preachers 
involved.  In  our  Wesson  public 
school,  grades  K-10,  all  students 
attended  the  nearby  Baptist  revival, 
meeting  mornings,  kids  strung  out  in 
a  long  column,  by  grades,  with 
teachers  monitoring  their  pesky 
scholars. 

After  I  left  Co-Lin  in  '55  local 
pastors  taught  accredited  Bible  classes 
at  the  school.  Do  they  now?  I  think 
they  rotated  teaching  by  years. 

So  closely  supervised  were  the 
students  that  there  was  scant  fair  trial 
of  the  temptations  that  so  frequently 
beset  youths  of  that  age.  Dating  was 
sitting  by  couples  in  the  well  lit  girls 
dorm  lobby  under  teachers'  watchful 
eye.  Girls  could  lounge  in  spare  time 
on  the  small  lawn  before  the  dorm.  A 
wire  fence  with  gate  enclosed  it.  Girls' 
parents  had  little  to  worry  about. 

As  for  so  called  "moral  habits"  of 
an  immoral  nature,  little  chance  for 
expression,  if  we  were  tempted. 
Drinking  was  so  rare  it  is  hardly 
worth  mentioning,  at  least  drinking 
on  campus.  Boys  and  male  teachers 
could  smoke  but  not  female  students 
or  teachers.  If  they  did,  they  were  in 
deep  trouble.  The  sexual  revolution 
was  light  years  away. 

Again,  reflecting  the  views  of  area 
religious  leaders,  dancing  on  campus 
was  a  strict  no-no,  a  thing  that  might 
lead  to  something  worse.  Any  Co-Lin 
administrator  who  knowlingly 
allowed  a  dance  might  as  well  look 


for  another  job.  At  the  same  time 
dances  were  rampant  at  Ole  Miss, 
where  I  enjoyed  them  later,  and  at  Ms 
A&M,  now  Ms  State.  Both  had 
excellent  dance  orchestras. 

In  the  early  1950's  the  log 
construction,  stained  black  Y-Hut  was 
built  just  West  of  the  girls'  dorm. 
Here  high  school  Girls  Reserve 
meetings  and  College  Womens  Y 
meeting  were  held  and  boys  YMCA. 
Used  for  many  purposes.  I  was  sorry 
when  it  was  necessary  to  demolish  it 
for  building  space. 

Now  there  is  a  beautiful  Co-Lin 
Chapel,  recently  dedicated,  built  by 
private  donations.  Will  there  be 
weddings  in  it?  I  predict  yes.  I  never 
recall  a  wedding  or  funeral  at  Co-Lin 
back  then. 

For  many  years,  just  before 
graduation,  Mrs.  Maggie  Ewing 
trained  us,  mornings  to  sing  and 
process  to  "O  Come  All  Ye  Faithful".  I 
assumed  it  meant  those  faithful  in 
their  studies  and  to  this  day  I 
associate  it  as  much  with  Co- Lin 
Graduations  as  I  do  the  church 
Christmas  season. 

Little  or  no  attempt  was  made  in 
an  organized  way  to  connect  our 
personal  Christian  faith  up  with 
social  problems.  True,  the  churches 
kept  the  state  dry  long  after  the 
prohibition  amendment  (alcohol) 
was  repealed  in  1933,  though  the  state 
did  impose  a  tax  on  the  booze 
allegedly  illegal  there.  Dancing,  if  it 
can  be  called  a  social  problem,  was 
pretty  much  banned. 

But  if  a  preacher  had  declared 
that  our  African-American  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ  should  have 
equal  political,  athletic  and  social 
rights  as  we  had,  well,  it  would  have 
been  too  bad  for  him.  Civil  rights 
disturbances  were  three  decades  away. 
Co-Lin  faculty  and  student  body  were 
all  white. 

When  the  great  Tuskeegee 
College  chemist  George  Washington 
Carver  came  to  Ole  Miss  to  speak  he 
had  to  speak  at  a  local  Oxford  black 


church,  not  in  a  state  university 
building.  When  a  black  preacher 
spoke  to  the  state  student  YMCA  and 
YWCA  convention  in  the  Heidelburg 
Hotel,  Jackson,  he  had  to  drape  a 
napkin  over  his  forearm  to  indicate 
he  was  a  waiter  before  he  could  get  on 
the  elevator.  That  was  the  accustomed 
way  and  few  of  us  questioned  it 
mentally  and  none  physically.  As  for 
black  athletes  on  a  Co-Lin  team,  Ole 
Miss,  A&M,  it  was  simply 
inconceivable.  It  should  not  be  and 
never  would  be,  over  our  dead  bodies. 
I  do  not  record  this  with  pride. 

The  word  "environment"  was  just 
a  word  in  the  dictionary.  Rivers  and 
creeks  were  made  to  be  dumps  for 
liquid  wastes  of  all  kinds,  and  some 
not  so  liquid.  No  connection  between 
pollution  and  the  Bible  verse  "The 
earth  is  the  Lord's." 

Even  now  the  environmental 
movement  is  mostly  a  civic,  secular 
movement,  barely  connected  except 
in  a  moral  sense  with  our  Christian 
faith.  If  the  Lord  looked  around  now 
as  He  did  in  Genesis,  he  would  not 
see  that  all  is  good.  So  many  vested 
inerests  making  money  on  polluting 
the  Lord's  good  earth.  The  churches 
have  not  grabbed  hold  much.  And 
back  then,  no  hold  at  all. 

Even  when  the  popular  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  made  his  pitch  that  we 
should  help  the  third  of  the  nation 
that  was  "ill-housed,  ill-clothed  and 
ill-fed"  he  did  it  on  civic,  national 
terms,  not  based  on  the  Scriptures. 
And  not  even  the  great  FDR  dared 
challenge  racial  injustices,  churchman 
though  he  was.  Like  FDR,  we  Co-Lin 
students  took  many  things  as  they 
were,  though  a  few  brave  souls  like 
Professor  Rex  Pearce,  Baptist,  were 
courageous  enough  to  go  ahead  of 
the  crowd. 

We  have  rambled  on  regarding  a 
subject  difficult  to  document  with 
statistics  but  hope  the  reader  has  a 
less  foggy  notion  about  religion  at 
Co-Lin  seventy  years  ago.    %»i, 
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